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By: Matt Guthrie 

In our October newsletter we described the 
power that Local Agency Formation Com-
missions (LAFCos) can have over proposals 
for growth and change. LAFCos can chal-
lenge cities over their plans, even when 
supported by a public vote, as was shown in 
the Santa Paula example last month.

This month we are examining LAFCo Com-
missioner Linda Park’s proposal to adopt 
mitigation measures as a requirement for 
prime agricultural lands to be annexed to 
cities. For cities that have undeveloped ag-
ricultural lands as part of their long term 
growth goals, agricultural mitigation will be 
an important issue.

Ventura LAFCo held an 
Agricultural Mitigation 
Workshop on Septem-
ber 10th at the Camarillo Public Library. 
Several technical experts presented infor-
mation about mitigation to the Commis-
sion and a group of stakeholders. As we 
mentioned last month, the workshop was 
unfortunately not recorded, which CoLAB 
assumed was an anomaly. However, after 
further investigation, we were astounded 
to find that Ventura LAFCo public agency 
meetings are not required to be recorded. 
The actual policy language from the Com-
missioner’s Handbook is as follows:

1.3.2.8 Recordings of Meetings: Meetings 
of the Commission are not typically tape-
recorded as there is no requirement that 
the proceedings of any meeting of the 
Ventura LAFCo be tape-recorded. If tape 
or film recordings of any meeting are avail-
able they will be maintained as provided in 
the By-Laws. (continued on page 3)

By: Lynn Jensen

Chamber Alliance Hosts 
Future of Energy Event

And, according to the By-laws Section 1.1.7:

(c) Any tape or film record of a Ventura 
LAFCo meeting may be erased or destroyed 
30 days after the taping or recording 
pursuant to law.

Without the requirement for a continuing 
record of LAFCo Commission meetings, in-
cluding comments and deliberations, there 
is no accountability for decisions made. 
While we assume that this is somehow 
legal, we cannot see a benefit to the Com-
mission or the public they serve of not re-
cording meetings. 

At the September 16th LAFCo Board 
Meeting, CoLAB made 
the following remarks: 
“...we think that these 
meetings should be 
recorded and they 

should be public... At this time I understand 
from Kai that this is not a requirement. And 
because there are large decisions being 
made and there’s public input here, we 
believe it’s important that these meetings 
are recorded and put on the public website”. 

Our remarks were followed by a comment 
from Chair Lou Cunningham: “I would like 
to comment on that. I thought they were 
being recorded for years. I just never really 
thought about it and so I’m sure that will 
come up at our next meeting that we will try 
to address that point”. 

But, the issue was not brought up at the 
next board meeting (October 21st), and the 
meeting itself, including Agenda Item 17 
discussing the results of the workshop, was 
not even recorded.

The Chambers of Commerce Alliance 
of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties 
hosted a mid-October event titled “The 
Future of Energy: Energy & the Envi-
ronment” atop Ventura’s Crowne Plaza 
Beach Hotel. The event included a panel 
of representatives from a wide range 
of energy sectors including wind, solar, 
electric power generation and oil pro-
duction, all whom fielded questions from 
Bruce Stenslie, Executive Director for the 
Economic Development Collaborative of 
Ventura County. Mr. Stenslie prefaced 
the panel discussion by stressing the 
importance of how reliable sources of 
energy translate into quality of life, af-
fordability, jobs, tax revenue, and how we 
must remain innovative when it comes to 
managing our natural resources.

Energy is an important topic to our busi-
nesses, local economy and consumers 
across the board. There is no shortage of 
energy information that flows through 
our media sources and into the conversa-
tions of our business community and po-
litical circles. This was an opportunity for 
a few hundred community leaders from 
our area to hear from energy experts in an 
attempt to reveal a clear picture of where 
we stand and where we are headed.
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The consequence of the Agricultural Miti-
gation Workshop not being recorded was 
described in CoLAB’s comment letter to 
LAFCo dated October 19th: “The lack of 
recording of this public workshop was un-
acceptable from numerous perspectives 
including: wholesale lack of public access, 
loss of a record of important presentations 
by experts, inability of Commissioners and 
public participants to be able to review the 
highly technical presentations and related 
testimony and lack of accountability of staff 
in reporting the conclusions. This is unnec-
essary given the relative ease of recording 
such proceedings and subsequently posting 
them on an existing website.”

And, in a quick review we found that LAFCos 
in the Counties of Santa Barbara, San Luis 
Obispo, Monterey and San Diego all record 
and post their meetings for public viewing.

Many CoLAB members attended the 
workshop, beginning with a presentation 
by LAFCo Executive Officer, Kai Luoma, de-
scribing existing LAFCo policies on preserva-
tion of agricultural lands. Luoma referred 
to Government Code 56064 that defines 
“Prime Agricultural Land” for the agency, 
which is different than “Prime Farmland” 
per the State Important Farmland Mapping 
program. This distinction will be important 
in ongoing LAFCo agricultural policy-making.

LAFCo Legal Counsel Michael Walker then 
described case law with respect to five 
recent court cases (2010-2015) summariz-
ing that an environmental document “shall 
describe feasible measures to minimize 
effects but does not have to eliminate 
effects.” Mitigation measures must be 
explored during the CEQA process but a key 
theme in all of the court cases was whether 

mitigation was economically feasible.

Ventura County Agricultural Commission-
er, Henry Gonzales, presented a picture 
of agriculture as an important resource 
that people love in the county. He cited 10 
County policies that already protect agricul-
tural land and said that water would be the 
confining factor for agriculture, not land. 
He maintains that farming is hard work, has 
high risk and in the 4th year of a drought 
many strawberry farms have not been prof-
itable. As far as agricultural land conversion, 
Gonzales said that there were 4,500 acres 
of irrigated farmland in 1932 and 93,400 
acres in 2013.

John Lowrie with the California Department 
of Conservation described several types of 
agricultural conservation easements (ACEs). 
While ACEs can be an effective conserva-
tion tool, it is unclear how it would work in 
Ventura County where land values are high.

E.J. Remson of The Nature Conservancy dis-
cussed ACEs and the potential benefits to 
landowners but stated that they were not 
the organization to facilitate ACEs.

The final presentation was by Marjorie 
Blom, Executive Officer of the Stanislaus 
LAFCo who presented their Agricultural 
Preservation Policy which was adopted 
in 2012. The policy requires a plan with a 
detailed analysis and strategies to minimize 
the loss of agricultural lands, encouraging 
agricultural mitigation at a ratio of 1:1. 

Colab also made the following recommen-
dations:

The Agricultural Mitigation Workshop was 
rushed for time, not allowing for comments 
by the Commissioners. We request a follow-
up workshop such that the public can par-
ticipate. 

We recommend that the follow-up 
workshop be in an informal setting similar 
to the first workshop and be recorded for 
public access, particularly for those who 
cannot take off work to participate.

We recommend that the staff report 
covering the workshop be amended to 
reflect a full accounting of the presenta-
tions, questions by the public and commis-
sioners, and public testimony.

Based on the workshop presentations, 
CoLAB believes a LAFCo agricultural miti-
gation policy is unnecessary in Ventura 
County. The California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) already requires a lead 
agency to consider mitigation measures for 
the direct loss of farmland. 

While Commissioner Parks contends that 
mitigation for loss of agriculture is not prac-
ticed in Ventura County, a recent example 
is Santa Paula’s East Area 1 project. There, 
after a successful SOAR vote, the CEQA 
process included two agricultural and one 
open space conservation easements as 
mitigation measures. But, prescribing a 1-1 
mitigation ratio would not have been eco-
nomically feasible, and would have driven 
up the cost of housing beyond what is af-
fordable for Santa Paula, against the will of 
the voters.

Such mitigation targets would largely impact 
infill projects within the CURBs, adding 
another layer of costs, thereby reducing 
the ability to build low-income and/or farm-
worker housing projects in these areas.

While we recognize that LAFCos are a nec-
essary check and balance in complex de-
velopment decisions, the best and only 
way to protect agricultural land in Ventura 
County is to support the business of farming 
through good economic policy. Rather than 
adding bureaucratic red tape to the already 
expensive process of supplying adequate 
housing in Ventura County, CoLAB believes 
we should focus on keeping our agricultural 
industry healthy and productive. Farmers 
will continue to farm as long as there is an 
acceptable return on investment and they 
have the support of their urban neighbors.

At the October 21st LAFCo board meeting, 
the Commissioners directed staff to recon-
vene Part II of the Agricultural Mitigation 
Workshop. This workshop will reach out to 
the cities as well as to agricultural stake-
holders and will be recorded. Stay tuned for 
more details!

(LAFCo Part II: cont. from Page 1)
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(Energy Event: cont. from Page 1) infrastructure impediments, and natural 
limitations are all barriers that impact the 
viability of the industry. Mr. Koehn even 
admitted during the event that his company 
isn’t seeking to expand in California due to  
regulatory obstacles.  

Solar power faces some of the same chal-
lenges but technological improvements 
show promise. While consumers are in-
creasingly taking advantage of existing  
technology, issues of reliability, storage 
capability and cost effectiveness continue 
to be addressed. The increased life cycle 
of batteries and the transition to more ef-
ficient, lower maintenance lithium-ion, 
has helped boost the solar industry. Entre-
preneurs like Elon Musk have revealed the  
Powerwall which are batteries designed to 
power individual households for sustained 
periods. This technology is currently too 
limited to be a solitary, sustainable source 
of power, but advancements show promise.  
In addition, issues like battery disposal and 
other environmental considerations of new 
technologies need to be considered.

In California, oil and gas continue to be the 
most consistent and plentiful sources of 
energy.  More than 90% of California’s trans-
portation fuels are petroleum based and we 
consume 40 million barrels of gasoline and 
7.5 million gallons of diesel fuel every day.  
Currently, California produces roughly 40% 
of the oil it consumes. The rest is imported 
from outside the state, including millions 
of barrels arriving from overseas via cargo 
ships. This is important because Califor-
nia’s environmental regulations are some 
the toughest in the world. The process of 
oil and gas production here is cleaner than 
anywhere else. 

Meeting California’s oil and gas needs with 
locally produced fuel reduces potential 
environmental impacts compared to fuel 
produced in places with far less oversight. 
When environmental groups protest local 
production, they encourage transport from 
less regulated regions.  Since most of us rely 
on fossil fuels every day, this is counterpro-
ductive.

The event’s keynote speaker, Alex Epstein, 
drove the point home about fossil fuels.  
The author of the New York Times Best-Sell-
ing book, “The Moral Case For Fossil Fuels” 
sought to turn conventional wisdom on its 
head. In his presentation, Mr. Epstein laid 
out his moral standard: “Something is moral 
when we carefully take into account all the 

The panel discussion focused on opportu-
nities and challenges facing each sector as 
well as environmental impacts both now 
and into the future. One thing was made 
clear: the energy industry is evolving. 

Panelist Erik Takayeshu, Director of Electric 
Systems Planning and Modernization for 
Southern California Edison, explained that 
SCE currently generates 1/5 of the power 
that serves customers through the grid, but 
policy decisions and emerging technology 
will impact the evolution of energy produc-
tion and consumption. System infrastruc-
ture is aging and upgrades to the system, 
including replacement of poles, towers and 
cables, must continue to ensure reliable dis-
tribution of electrical power.  

California’s aggressive environmental 
policies further impact the energy evolu-
tion, mandating requirements for how 
much energy must be drawn from renew-
able sources and where we cite genera-
tion facilities. Brightwave Energy CEO Paul 
Hullar, author of “Winning with AB 32”, re-
iterated the point that California’s environ-
mental regulations are aggressive. While 
some will certainly capitalize on credits and 
offsets by cap and trade, the impacts of con-
tinuing energy regulation on ratepayers may  
create more losers and a lot less winners.

Renewable energy sources such as solar 
and wind energy have seen tremendous 
gains over the last few decades but still 
struggle with issues of reliability and af-
fordability. Government subsidies, once a 
prevalent and popular funding source used 
to promote and prop up the renewable 
energy industry, are waning. Increasingly, 
the success of these emerging energy indus-
tries is being left to their own viability in the 
marketplace.  

Jonathan Koehn, Director of Project Devel-
opment for Infinity Wind Power, spoke to 
the challenges facing his industry in Cali-
fornia. Not only is wind generated power 
limited by naturally occurring weather, the 
infrastructure it requires faces permitting 
issues and regulatory burdens in a place 
where both are relatively aggressive. In 
fact, these regulatory burdens and permit-
ting obstacles are preventing the expansion 
of the technology in a state where the idea 
is very popular. Californians like the idea of 
“clean” renewable energy but often fail to 
consider the higher cost and land use needs.  
Cost of land, environmental regulations, 

positives, negatives, and alternatives, and 
it is overall beneficial to human well-being: 
human survival, human flourishing, human 
progress.” This, he argues, is the basis for 
why fossil fuels are morally defensible.  
They have contributed far more to life ex-
pectancy, technological advancements and 
overall quality of life than any alternative.

Mr. Epstein describes what most of us refer 
to as “climate change”, as “climate danger” 
for the purposes of measuring the impact 
on humanity. He makes the case that over 
the past 100 years or so, human climate-
related deaths have significantly decreased.  
His central theme is that fossil fuels don’t 
take a safe environment and make it more 
dangerous, it takes a dangerous climate 
and makes it far, far safer. He argues that 
removing fossil fuel production and con-
sumption from the overall energy portfolio 
and relying solely on renewable sources 
would actually increase suffering and 
reduce our quality of life. Therefore, such a 
limitation would be immoral.  

CoLAB supports an all-of-the-above energy 
strategy that recognizes and values our least 
expensive and most plentiful energy source. 
Fossil fuel production provides thousands of 
high paying jobs and delivers the least ex-
pensive, most efficient source of energy to 
consumers.  Low cost energy is good for our 
economy and protects consumers from arti-
ficially inflated costs driven by short-sighted 
and ill-conceived policy decisions.

It is unnecessary and counter-productive for 
one energy industry to demonize another.  
All of the energy sources can benefit con-
sumers and improve quality of life, and each 
has its environmental drawbacks. Techno-
logical advancements will continue and 
new ways to store and deliver energy will 
emerge. We need to be careful of picking 
winners and losers by penalizing any one 
industry. Let the market and cost consider-
ations for ratepayers determine what direc-
tion we go and how quickly we get there. 
Consider how far we’ve come in just the 
last hundred years and what has powered 
our progress to this point. We need to 
support sensible energy policy and recog-
nize the most cost effective way to meet 
our demands.  California is the third largest 
consumer of fossil fuels behind China and 
the U.S. as a whole. It is smart, environ-
mentally responsible policy to meet that 
demand by  producing the energy we need 
right here at home.
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By: Lauren Swift

Serious Fun at VC CoLAB’S 
5th Annual Meeting

It wasn’t your typical fall day at CoLAB’s 5th 
Annual Meeting, kicked off in front of the 
Camarillo Ranch House with cocktails and 
great conversation. Almost 200 members 
and guests gathered anticipating an infor-
mational and entertaining evening.

Board Chairman John Hecht convened 
the meeting with a welcome and opening 
remarks. He spotlighted dignitaries, bene-
factors and sponsors and welcomed newly 
elected board member Tony Skinner (IBEW 
Local 952). Chairman Hecht presented  
CoLAB’s most notable organizational ac-
complishments over the last year including  
22% growth in membership, 26% growth 
in annual revenues, our dedicated board 
members, increased diversity of members 
and the new WHEEL policy committee. 

The Annual Meeting was a great opportu-
nity to share this year’s success with our 
members who support us in so many ways. 
Executive Director Lynn Jensen recalled the  
“frustration with local regulations” as why 
we were formed. Five years later CoLAB has 
become a high power organization, moving 
policy on many issues around the county 
with respect to water, housing, energy, en-
vironment and land use. 

A key to our success this year, with the whirl-
wind of projects and changing priorities, 
was the  fortunate addition of Matt Guthrie 
to our staff as Development Director. New 
projects that CoLAB is focusing on include 
the County General Plan Update and SOAR 

ballot initiative. And, we are always repre-
senting our members at public meetings, 
increasing outreach and influence, having 
quarterly meetings with Mike Powers, 
County CEO, and keeping our members in 
the loop with our monthly newsletter. 

Our members were updated on the impend-
ing SOAR ballot initiatives which intend to 
extend SOAR for 34 years until 2050. The 
ballot initiative is about preservation of the 
land, not about farming the land. Without 
farming, the land will be fallow and barren. 
CoLAB believes that the SOAR initiative 
needs to be amended to add language to 
support agriculture as a business. An AG 
Working Group was convened, has prepared 
recommended language and has also 
prepared an alternative ballot initiative to 
challenge SOAR if necessary.

CoLAB’s hard working President, Bud Sloan 
(continued on page 5)
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Thank you to our sponsors:

Platinum table sponsors: Western States Pe-
troleum Association, Donlon Ranch, Waters 
Ranches, Sespe Consulting, Lowthorp 
Richards, Southland Sod Farms, Jensen 
Design & Survey, Sloan Ranch; 

Gold table sponsors: Community West 
Bank, Buon Gusto Farms, Johanson Technol-
ogy, BC Rincon Construction, Farm Credit 
West; 

Silver sponsor: Ventura County Agricultural 
Association.

Special thank you to Shelley Casillas for 
help with the entry table. Be sure to check 
the VC CoLAB website event page for more 
great photos by Kenny Backer Photography! 

(Annual Meeting: cont. from Page 4
updated the crowd on the VC COLAB 
Foundation, announcing that we are over 
halfway to our match fund goal of $100,000! 
With support from our donors, the Founda-
tion has been elevated to the next level, 
allowing for education and research to be 
supported through charitable donations. 

The Circle the Wagons Educational Series 
has been a great opportunity for members 
and guests to engage with speakers covering 
a vast range of topics. 

In addition, the Foundation provided 
seed funding and acts as fiscal sponsor for 
the dynamic new education campaign, 

“Treasure Our Farms”. Bonnie Atmore gave 
the audience an inside perspective on what 
would happen if our farms and ranches dis-
appeared. 

Treasure Our farms is an education ini-
tiative designed to engage and inform 
our local community about the value 
and beauty of agriculture and farming in 
ventura county. The campaign will act as 
an informational “hub” to share stories, 
facts and videos with the community. For 
more information and to contribute to this 
vital educational campaign please visit the 
Treasure Our Farms website.

INFORM.     ENGAGE.     TREASURE.
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CoLAB Ventura County 
Important Links:

  COLAB VC Website:       www.colabvc.org
  COLAB SBC Website:    www.colabsbc.org
   COLAB SLO Website:     www.colabslo.org
  Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: 
 Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM

COME TO OUR MONTHLY 
WHEEL Committee Meeting

Third Wednesday - 11:30

Do you Like this Newsletter? 
Not a Member?  Please join us!

Its easy - Online! Only $100/year 
(for an individual membership)

Please Visit us on: 
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VC CoLAB Foundation
Our Foundation purpose is to advance 
education and science, combat com-
munity deterioration and lessen the 

burdens of government. 

Please help us match the generous 
$100,000 gift from the 

Esper A. Petersen Foundation.

Click HERE to learn more.

All interested donors are directed to 
contact Dr. Aubrey Sloan, President 

of the Foundation, at (805) 633-2291 
or Donate Online HERE.  

http://colabvc.com/
http://colabsbc.org/default.aspx
http://colabslo.org/
http://colabsbc.org/radioshow.aspx
http://www.pacificlegal.org/page.aspx?pid=616
http://www.colabvc.org/membership/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ventura-County-Colab-Coalition-of-Labor-Agriculture-and-Business/147846488594486
http://colabvc.org/foundation/
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=EYme8s4ug9Q2W1p4Y3Jxg9HetrU005_6864hGSQYLJZyBFcE7GbUy-r5_yO&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d5c97cbf3d75cb63effe5661cdf3adb6d
http://colabvc.com/

