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CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

Ventura County Way of Incumbency Protection
By: Matt Guthrie
A recent change to Ventura County’s
Campaign Finance Ordinance by the Board
of Supervisors could have been Exhibit A
in an April 2015 Wall Street Journal article
entitled “The South Carolina Way of Incumbency Protection”. The article peels back
the curtain on the all-too-common practice
of legislators selling campaign finance laws
as good government measures. It reminds
us that these laws are written by the incumbents themselves and makes a compelling
argument that self-preservation may often
be the overriding motivation.
Suppose I told you that a certain Senator
John Doe, facing reelection next year,
decided
to
make
sweeping
changes
to campaign finance
laws that govern his upcoming race. Under
the guise of increased efficiency and oversight, Senator Doe personally led an effort
to eliminate a three-member Campaign
Finance Ethics Commission. In its place he
installed his own supporter and donor to his
previous campaigns as the single individual
with the authority to adjudicate campaign
finance laws in his own impending election.
As if that weren’t egregious enough,
Senator Doe ensured that no public discussion took place in advance and transparency was virtually nonexistent. In defense
of his action, Senator Doe explained that
campaign finance reform is popular and the
hurried change to the law is necessary “to
promote public trust in governmental institutions and the electoral process, and to
eliminate the possibility of quid pro quo corruption or the appearance of quid pro quo

corruption in which money is exchanged for
official acts”.
Although a potentially interesting “House
of Cards” plot, this makes for terrible public
policy and reeks of political opportunism
and the advantages of incumbency. Yet, this
isn’t a fictional story line. It is exactly what
the Ventura County Board of Supervisors
approved on a 3-2 vote in April.
In a letter to the Board of Supervisors by
Supervisors Steve Bennett and Kathy Long,
the Campaign Finance Reform Ordinance
was changed to eliminate a three-member Ethics Commission, replacing it with
a single Hearing Officer. And, the Hearing
Officer just happens
to be a long time
campaign donor to Supervisor Bennett, Neal
Klebaum, who actually
walked precincts for his campaign.
This new Hearing Officer will preside as trier
of fact and law at the evidentiary hearings
and make determinations. In essence, a
single person will act as judge and jury in all
matters of alleged campaign finance violations. Is this the way to promote public trust
in government and eliminate the appearance of quid pro quo?
Additionally, the modification of the ordinance was developed without public input
and no prior discussion in an open forum
with the remaining members of the Board.
The proposal was only made public days
before the first hearing, making any meaningful consideration by the public impossible. The second hearing was rushed through
the following week, rather than waiting the
customary 30 days. (continued on page 2)
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CAMROSA WATER DISTRICT
10 Year Desalter Plan
Becomes a Reality
By: Lynn Jensen
On April 17th, with deserved fanfare,
Camrosa Water District cut the ribbon on
their new Round Mountain Water Treatment Plant. The plant, a brackish water
desalter, southeast of Camarillo off Old
Lewis Road, will supply 1,000 acre feet of
treated water per year to residential, agricultural and municipal/industrial customers. Camrosa delivers 15% of its potable
water to agriculture. The project was
envisioned long before the current dry
cycle and the unveiling is not a moment
too soon for water customers during the
extended statewide drought.
Camrosa is to be commended, as projects
such as these have become increasingly
difficult to bring online given the number
of agencies that have regulatory authority over the process. Success has required
multiple partners and the consistent will
over time of their managers and board of
directors.
Planning for the desalter began in 2004
with an agreement with Cal State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) for Camrosa
to drill a supply well for the future facility.
The well now produces about 1,800
gallons per minute of salty water from
(continued on page 2)
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lowing a good and appropriate process.”
But the vote turned out not to be so traditional. Supervisors’ Parks and Foy both
rejected the change making the vote only
3-2. And it was not lost on those in the
audience that the three who voted in favor
were potentially facing re-election in 2016.
The fact of the matter is that this ordinance
change does nothing more than allow the
appointment of cronies to positions of
power. This process removes a critical level
of accountability and directly conflicts with
the stated purpose. Regardless of who fills
the newly created position, the change itself
is not good policy. Those who advocate for
crony politics should see a backlash at the
ballot box.
(Camrosa: cont. from Page 1)

(Campaign Finance: cont. from Page 1)

The reduced level of accountability in
the change is obvious. Certainly a three
member commission safeguards against
bias or impropriety far more effectively
than a single arbiter of potential campaign
finance violations. Supervisor Linda Parks
saw this very clearly and CoLAB gave her
credit on social media for her vote against
the changes. Her response to my tweet reiterated her position and her stand for ethics
as per her website honestycounts.org.

VC CoLAB and Supervisor Parks are not
alone in dissent. The Ventura County Star,
upon learning of the proposed change,
saw fit to pen an editorial in condemnation. The editorial, entitled “County needs
to end this conflict of interest – now” saw
the obvious flaw in replacing an Ethics Commission with the campaign donors of an
elected official up for re-election next year.
The Star admitted that “These appointments create a perception of a conflict of
interest. And, where there is a perception
of a conflict of interest, then it is real.” This,
from a newspaper that has endorsed Supervisor Bennett in every supervisorial election
in which he has been a candidate.
The Star’s columnist Woody Woodburn
also opined on the matter in a recent commentary, joking that he had to “count to
30” before composing himself enough to

weigh in. Woodburn appropriately likened
the move to “trying to improve officiating in college basketball by allowing one of
the coaches to handpick an alum from his
school to call all the fouls”.
In the letter to the Board of Supervisors that
began this process, it was stated that this
proposal represented nothing more than
a “limited change to the rules” and was a
mere formality in a long tradition of minor
tweaks to the County’s Campaign Finance
Ordinance. But minor, marginally significant
modifications aren’t usually the subject
of newspaper editorials. If it is traditional
to make sweeping, significant changes to
campaign finance rules with virtually no
time for public review every few years, this
tradition has to stop.
As the aforementioned Wall Street Journal
article pointed out, campaign finance
reform and other “good government” laws
may be popular conceptually but that is
not the issue here. Supervisor Bennett repeatedly touted the supposed popularity of
campaign finance reform as a justification
for his action on this matter. In response,
Supervisor Foy suggested that a perception
of conflict of interest was heightened by the
fact it was proposed by the very people it
impacted most immediately.
Supervisor Bennett stated: “traditionally,
we’ve brought these changes forward…
traditionally they’ve passed on a 4-1 vote
and traditionally, I would offer, it doesn’t
matter what we do or how we do it. There
are certain people who are not going to be
in favor of campaign finance reform and
certain people that are. I think we are fol2

a perched aquifer, averaging 225 mg/L
chloride. The facility will purify the water
to 50 mg/L chloride. The final product will
meet State drinking water standards.
Amazingly, this 1 million gallon per day
facility will replace 10 to 15 percent of the
water that Camrosa purchases via Calleguas
from the State Water Project, water that
would otherwise be transported from the
Sacramento Delta.
A successful Proposition 84 grant for $2.3
million in reimbursement funds was processed by the Watersheds Coalition of
Ventura County, awarded in 2011. Engineering and design were undertaken in 20112012, with construction completed in 2014.
Of critical importance to the feasibility of
the project, as part of a regional network
of desalters, is the estimated $200 million
investment by Calleguas Mutual Water
District to construct the Salinity Management Pipeline (SMP). Water purification
and filtration recovers 75% treated water,
producing 25% brine that is discharged
to the ocean through the SMP. In fact, the
Round Mountain desalter is the first paying
customer of Calleguas for use of the SMP.
Collaboration, partnership and hard work
are paying off for this $6.7 million facility
that is projected to keep rates stable in the
long run. Camrosa projects that the final delivered water will cost $1,200/AF compared
to imported water that costs $1,332/AF
today. Metropolitan Water District is projecting an increase to $2,044/AF by 2024.
Camrosa is a public special district with an
elected board that has been managing the
(continued on page 3)

Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business

Volume 5, Issue #5, June 2015

(Camrosa: cont. from Page 2)

Arroyo Santa Rosa groundwater basin underlying their jurisdictional boundary since
1964. Their management of the basin has
included the Conejo Creek Diversion Project
completed in 2003 and an update of the AB
3030 Santa Rosa Basin Groundwater Management Plan in 2013.
A majority of the basin is outside the jurisdiction of the Fox Canyon GMA. So in
February, Camrosa filed with the State Department of Water Resources (DWR) to
continue to manage this groundwater basin
as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(GSA) under the new Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. Because they are
the experts in basin hydrogeology and
the best qualified to continue to manage
the basin, Camrosa felt they were on solid
ground to make this election.
However, the County of Ventura, with four
Supervisor’s approval, voted in May to file
with the State to challenge Camrosa for
management of this small groundwater
basin. The vote of approval by Supervisor
Parks was over the voices of her own Santa
Rosa Municipal Advisory Council who voted
3-1 to support Camrosa as the sole GSA for
the basin.
The County took the position that they
need to keep their future options open and
should have a seat at the table to protect
every groundwater basin across the County.
The dissenting Supervisor, Peter Foy asked
the critical question of how much this duplicative effort would cost taxpayers since
there was no cost estimate in the staff
report. The action will add significant cost
for new county staff upon implementation.
This move must be put into the perspective
of the successful history of Camrosa’s management of the basin, increasing supply resources through: diverting over 100,000 AF
of surface water that would have otherwise
flowed to the ocean; producing tertiarytreated recycled water at the Water Reclamation Facility; stewardship of all the basins
in its service area; and most recently to the
Round Mountain Water Treatment Facility.
CoLAB and many other diverse interests testified at the hearing in support of Camrosa
being the sole Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the Arroyo Santa Rosa
Basin, outside the Fox Canyon boundary.
Part of the discussion at the Board of Supervisor’s hearing revolved around responses

Camrosa Round Mountain Desalter on 4-17-15 (Photo by Matt Guthrie)

previously made by Public Works Director,
Jeff Pratt, to a question about what a County
“seat at the table” would look like. Mr. Pratt
had stated on multiple occasions that the
County might like to have “veto power” or
“temporary veto power”. The point was
made that veto power is not a collaborative
seat at the table, but something more akin
to, in Camrosa’s words, “tyranny by delay.”
Alternatively, Camrosa’s offer to the County
was a seat on their GSA Advisory Board. The
Board of Supervisors rejected such a seat
which is much more than has been offered
to agricultural stakeholders who own the
land and whose livelihoods depend on the
solutions to Ventura County’s deepening
water crisis. In fact Supervisor Bennett has
said that the County would then be a mere
stakeholder whose advice could be ignored.
One could wonder why the County as an
agency would not be seen as a supportive
partner in water supply and demand issues
within its jurisdiction and why there is such
friction with local water agencies and agricultural stakeholders over a county role
in the GSA’s? In part, the answer lies with
the County’s position in their staff report:
“County Supervisors’ represent a broad
spectrum of interests in contrast to single
purpose special districts”.
However, in analyzing the supporters of
the County’s perspective at the hearing,
the overwhelming majority represented
environmental and anti-growth organizations. While these voices are important, we
believe the County should be more inclusive as this imbalance of support does not
3

recognize the importance of businesses as
partners in building an economically sustainable county.
Even a public water agency that has a record
of managing their basin wisely and providing such solutions as the Round Mountain
desalter, is questioned as to their motives.
Mutual water companies and public water
districts exist to serve their customers while
complying with continuously evolving environmental regulations that increase the
cost and lower the supply of water.
Environmental lobbying has led to hundreds
of thousands of acres of agricultural land
being permanently fallowed in California’s
Central Valley. New regulations, the lack of
water infrastructure built to support the
State’s actual growth and the prolonged
drought, has caused disastrous consequences for farmers and small communities in
huge unseen parts of California. This was
not predicted or expected and is absolutely
a possible outcome here in Ventura County.
Agriculture is not just a component of open
space and cannot be taken for granted. It
is our history, heritage and an important
economic driver. The fruits and vegetables
we desire for healthy eating are grown with
care in our special coastal Mediterranean
climate and fertile soils. Agriculture is our
community’s connection to the land and
the future of our nation’s food security.
Make no mistake, water is the key to agriculture surviving in this county and sustainable water solutions to benefit all water
users are best left to those who have a good
track record like the Camrosa Water District.
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Water Markets - A Tested Solution for Australia’s Millennium Drought
By: Lynn Jensen
Australia endured 15 years of extremely low
rainfall from 1995 to 2009, a period referred
to as the Millennium Drought. According to
an article published in Newgeography.com
by Matthew Fienup and Bill Watkins, (4-915), water markets equipped Australia to
endure this period: “This was the worst Australian drought since European settlement.
Total water declined to just 27 percent of
capacity. Yet, water trading allowed Australian cities to avoid the most severe water
restrictions. It protected agricultural businesses, and it ensured that the country’s
endangered habitats and species received
adequate water.”

supporting agricultural productivity; helping
irrigators respond to seasonal conditions
and manage risk; underpinning the expansion of some industries and maintenance
of permanent plantings; enabling irrigators
to reduce debt levels and restructure their
businesses...” (See trading map below).
According to Fienup, water markets in
Oregon, Colorado, Nebraska and Kansas,
and even closer to home in Kern County,
and the Scott River Valley of California,
demonstrate that water trading can work in
our own backyard. Each of these examples
confirm that water trading supports the agriculture industry while providing benefits

The new Sustainable Groundwater Management Act legislation, passed to put local
public agencies in control of water decisions, will likely make matters worse. In
Ventura County, local Mutual Water Companies, Water Districts and the County itself
are battling for “seats at the table” with no
pathway for stakeholders to have a direct
vote in the decisions that will effect their
livelihoods and the future of agriculture in
Ventura County.
Fortunately, in the background there is a
groundswell with groundwater user groups
being formed, the most organized being the
Los Posas Users Group (LPUG) that we high-

Fienup and Watkins run the Center for
Economic Research and Forecasting (CERF)
at California Lutheran University and Fienup
is working on a PhD at the Bren School of
Environmental Science and Management at
the University of California Santa Barbara.
To better understand the mechanics of the
water market in Australia, Fienup referred
us to a report by Will Fargher, General
Manager, Water Markets and Efficiency
Group, National Water Commission entitled
“Responding to Scarcity: Lessons from Australian water markets in supporting agricultural productivity during drought (2012).”
According to the report, the trading markets
are mainly in southern Australia in the Murray-Darling Basin (MDB). The key agricultural industries are rice, cotton, dairy cattle
and horticulture consisting mainly of wine
grapes, olives and almonds. From the mid1990’s, water market activity has grown
exponentially in this basin. “Through this
period, water trading became entrenched
as a key instrument in managing water
scarcity.” In 2004 the Australian government adopted a National Water Initiative
that “facilitated the expansion of water
markets across connected valleys and eventually state borders in the MDB.”
From 2006-2009, very dry seasonal conditions persisted in the southern MDB, in
some regions the driest on record. This
prompted higher net trading volumes with
total allocated water trading rising to 41%.
“Rice growers can produce when water
is relatively abundant and sell water on
the market to provide them with additional income when water is scarce... water
trading has proved to be a major success in

Inter-regional water allocation trade in the southern MDB in 2008-09:
Figure 8 from 2012 report by the National Water Commission of Australia.

to cities and to the environment.
In contrast, with respect to the current California drought, Fienup and Watkins assert:
“California policy makers prefer to use authoritarian conservation policies and policestate enforcement tactics to allocate water
and control demand. These policies do not
end water shortages. They perpetuate
the shortage, and they add to the burdens
imposed by energy and growth policies
which are already driving businesses and
people out of the state.
Governmental policies such as these are
currently creating unnecessary tension
between the different categories of water
users across California.
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lighted in our May Newsletter. This group
is proposing a water allocation system that
includes a water market within the basin
boundaries. While the details are not all
hammered out, the concept follows the
principles of adjudication.
According to Fienup and Watkins, the court
mediated process of adjudication is far from
perfect but can work. “Twenty-three of
California’s 400 groundwater basins have
already undergone adjudication.. ...“Sacramento legislators have promised to implement policies to expedite adjudication, but
we are still waiting for them to deliver. This
should be California’s single highest legislative priority”.
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VC CoLAB Foundation
2nd Education
Series Presentation
Thank you to Paul Hullar who gave a tremendously interesting and informative presentation at our May 14 Circle the Wagons
Educations Series luncheon. Paul’s presentation, “Winning with AB 32: An Eye
Opening Look at Cap & Trade” drew roughly
sixty attendees and elicited dozens of questions from our audience.

We appreciate the great venue and service
provided by Wedgewood at Sterling Hills.
Any comments or suggestions on this
new series? - Please email Matt Guthrie
(mguthrie@colabvc.org). Paul Hullar’s book
was included with the lunch and copies can
be purchased at Amazon.com. Anyone interested in Paul’s Power Point presentation
can do so by clicking here.
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Introducing the NEW **VC CoLAB WHEEL Committee**
VC CoLAB is excited to introduce our new
WHEEL Committee where “WHEEL” is an
acronym for the issues of Water, Housing,
Energy, Environment and Land
Use. Participation in monthly
committee meetings will be
open to all CoLAB members in
good standing with an RSVP.
Organization of the committee
includes representation by five
“Advisory Chairs”, who will track relevant
issues within their topic area. These initial
chairs were appointed by CoLAB staff and
approved by the Board of Directors.
A planning meeting was held on 5/22/15
with the chairs to discuss the purpose, objectives and rules of the WHEEL committee. The purpose, as proposed, is to offer
CoLAB members the opportunity to meet
on a regular basis to discuss timely, relevant
topics of the WHEEL, welcoming their perspective. Through these discussions, it is
our goal to advance CoLAB projects and
consider new projects allowing a pipeline to
the Board of Directors.
We are fortunate for the volunteer
members who agreed to serve as Advisory
Chairs, helping to steward the new committee, as follows: WATER - Lynn Jensen

(CoLAB); HOUSING - Brad Golden (Chicago
Title); ENERGY - Sandra Burkhart (WSPA)
ENVIRONMENT - Joe Gibson (Meridian Consultants) AND LAND USE - Lisa
Woodburn (Jensen Design &
Survey). In these leadership
roles, the advisors will provide
monthly updates in their issue
area and share ideas for ways
that CoLAB can have a positive
economic impact on our community per our
mission. Matt Guthrie will be the facilitator.
The WHEEL Committee will also be a forum
to invite leaders, decision makers, and
experts to present information on relevant
topics to interested members. Through this
collaborative effort, our diverse membership will have the opportunity to participate
more directly in our organization.
We welcome our members to join us in this
important next step in our growing organization. The first open meeting will be held
on Wednesday, June 17th., 11:30 am to 1:00
pm, at the Jensen Design main conference
room at 1672 Donlon Street in Ventura. A
light lunch will be available for purchase. An
RSVP to Lauren via email (lswift@colabvc.
org) or by phone at (805) 633-2260 is MANDATORY!

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

Stephen Greig, California Resources Corp. | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorp Richards | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Neal Maguire, Ferguson Case Orr Patterson | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary | Executive Director

David Martinez, Marz Farms | Director

John Lamb, Camlam Farms | Treasurer

Matt Meyring, Silverbay Seafoods | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Richard Atmore, R.A, Atmore & Sons | Director

Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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VC CoLAB Foundation
Our Foundation purpose is to advance
education and science, combat community deterioration and lessen the
burdens of government.

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)

Please Visit us on:

Please help us match the generous
$100,000 gift from the
Esper A. Petersen Foundation.
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CoLAB Ventura County
Important Links:
COLAB VC Website:

www.colabvc.org

COLAB SBC Website:

www.colabsbc.org

COLAB SLO Website:

www.colabslo.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show:
Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM

Click HERE to learn more.
All interested donors are directed to
contact Dr. Aubrey Sloan, President
of the Foundation, at (805) 633-2291
or Donate Online HERE.

Get Tickets NOW
for Our June 6th Spring Event

www.colabvc.org/events

