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By: Lynn Gray Jensen

In order for the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act to result in safe yield, 
policy decisions must be based on good 
science. While there is much posturing 
about who will control water allocations in 
targeted basins, there is not enough dis-
cussion about the scientific effort needed 
to create credible basin plans and how this 
will be funded. The key is that solutions are 
produced in an atmosphere of trust with 
scientific leadership. 

Much energy is currently being expended 
on convincing agencies and the public 
that we are in a crisis, 
groundwater and 
storage basin supplies 
are at historic lows, 
and that the drought 
will surely continue. However, this effort is 
largely unnecessary as the State has already 
spoken, requiring groundwater sustainabil-
ity plans, and passing Proposition 1 (Water 
Bond) to help fund projects. Local public 
agencies have been given the opportunity 
to get together and come up with solu-
tions, including basin management plans 
and supply projects. But, the solutions must 
be based on hydrogeology and take into 
account the people and industries that rely 
on the water. Rushing into an allocation 
scheme will punt decisions into adjudica-
tion.

To exemplify the point, Gerhardt Hubner, 
Deputy Director of the County Watershed 
Protection District (WPD) presented 66 
slides on 2-11-15 to the United Water Con-
servation District board. The presentation 
asserts the perspective that basins are inter-

connected, issues are interrelated and solu-
tions are intertwined. While the purpose of 
the presentation was not clearly stated, the 
message implies that County oversight is 
necessary in all groundwater management 
decisions to take such interrelationships 
into account.

The presentation brings up many points 
that are important, but must be addressed 
through a lens of rigorous scientific review. 
Having attended the presentation and being 
provided the slide set by WPD, below are 
some of the points made, followed by our 
italicized comments:

1) Regional ground-
water basins are inter-
connected: (Model of 
the Lower Santa Clara 
Groundwater Basins, 

see page 2). Surely the Piru, Fillmore, Santa 
Paula, Mound and Oxnard Forebay ground-
water basins are connected, but are the 
connections significant enough to justify 
a one basin plan? Water can move very 
slowly through clay and can be impeded by 
faults. Basin specific hydrogeological studies 
are necessary with quantification of inputs 
and outflow including recharge from the 
northern mountain fronts into each basin as 
shown in the model on page 2.

2) Water quality Issues are extensive in 
basins including brackish water plumes: 
(Maps of the Las Posas and Pleasant Valley 
basins showing areas of high total dissolved 
solids and chlorides). The brackish plumes 
may be  caused by local basin specific con-
ditions. For the East Las Posas basin, salty 
water is introduced by discharge upstream 

On February 2nd, the Ventura City Council 
considered a Residential Growth Man-
agement Strategy brought forth by the 
Council’s ad hoc General Plan Committee 
consisting of Mayor Cheryl Heitmann and 
Councilmembers Christy Weir and Carl 
Morehouse. The proposal suggested a 
temporary “pause” in residential building 
applications for a period of up to twelve 
months. Residential development pro-
posals with more than three units would 
be subject to the pause. New projects 
would not be accepted and projects in the 
pipeline at the pre-application and incom-
plete stages would not be processed. 

The measure was passed by a 4-3 vote, di-
recting the Community Development staff 
and City Attorney to draft a resolution to 
establish an “application window” for new 
2015 residential permit applications. The 
pause would allow city staff to establish a 
growth management strategy and deter-
mine what Weir referred to as a “sustain-
able pace of development”. Sustainability 
would take into consideration the project 
type and availability of resources such as 
water and traffic.

The intent of the policy recommended by 
the ad hoc committee was to halt new ap-

(continued on page 3)
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(GW Sustainability: cont. from Page 1)

into Arroyo Los Posas. These issues will 
need basin-specific solutions which may not 
include allocation control.

3) Fox Canyon GMA Act required safe yield 
by 2010: (Graphs showing the current com-
plicated and confusing allocation and credit 
system and historical extraction data.) While 
much progress has been made, the safe 
yield figure has become a moving target, 
recently changed from 125,000 to 100,000 
AF/Y. This yield number has not been sci-
entifically proven or adopted. Looking 
forward, models must be built through hy-
drogeological studies of each basin prior to 
the successful implementation of any alloca-
tion scheme.

4) The 2007 Fox Canyon Basin Manage-
ment Objectives (BMOs) have not been 
met: (Data from the Oxnard Plain Upper 
and Lower Aquifers in 2012). The BMO for 
chloride is 150 mg/L, but chloride levels in 
BMO wells range from 34 to 16,950 mg/L. 
While this is true, it is unrealistic to expect 
any allocation scheme or well field project 
that will reduce onshore wells adjacent to 
Hueneme and/or Pt. Mugu offshore canyons 
to 150 mg/L. 

5) Planted acres of water Intensive crops in 
the Fox Canyon GMA has increased: (Two 
Tables (shown right), one with data from 
Department of Water Resources in 2000 
and the second with data from the AG Com-
missioner in 2007). The data shows that Fox 
Canyon irrigated acreage declined by 5,260 
acres from 2000 to 2007 which would more 
than offset 2500 acres of citrus converted to 
berries. Further, analysis of GMA extraction 
data shows a 29% decrease from 1985 to 
2011 (pre-drought). We have requested that 
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Lower Santa Clara River Groundwater Basins (From: Presentation by the 
County Watershed Protection District to the Fox Canyon GMA 2-11-15

the AG Commissioner review the data and 
help resolve this important issue.

6) Unabated Threat to Resource: (Maps and 
a cross-section show the extent of seawater 
intrusion along the Oxnard coast). While 
this is a serious issue, it has been identi-
fied by the DWR since at least 1976, having 
waxed and waned based on rain cycles and 
has been much improved since construction 
of the Freeman Diversion. The recent rise in 
chlorides is likely attributable to the drought 
cycle.

7) Land Subsidence: (Presented accounts of 
1-2 feet of subsidence in the Oxnard basin). 
It is unclear according to the WPD presen-
tation whether the subsidence is caused by 
water pumping, petroleum withdrawal or 
earthquakes.

8) Water levels are declining in all Fox 
Canyon basins: (Maps were provided for the 

(continued on page 3)
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(City of Ventura Pause: cont. from Page 1)
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plications while not impacting projects that 
are complete in the process. This reduces 
the legal implications of an outright building 

Upper and Lower Aquifer systems showing 
water levels every 4 years from 1972 to 
2010 and additional maps of the 1990, 
2012, 2013 and 2014 drought conditions).

In a side-by-side comparison of the Upper 
Aquifer maps (see page 2, blue areas are 
higher elevations and red are lower), water 
level elevations in 1972 are generally the 
same or lower than levels in 2010, except for 
north of Pt. Mugu. Mugu Canyon has been 
an area of seawater intrusion acknowl-
edged for over 50 years due to the geology. 
So water levels have not showed wholesale 
decline throughout Fox Canyon basins from 
1972 to 2010.

Comparing drought times, water level el-
evations in 1990 are similar to the prelimi-
nary elevations in the Fall of 2014. Certainly 
water levels decline during droughts, but 
otherwise elevations have been fluctuating 
over time dependent on climatic conditions. 
There is insufficient data to support the 
alarm that “water levels are declining in all 
basins.” 

While CoLAB agrees that these points are 
important issues, many require better 
science before policies are adopted. If the 
purpose of the slide show is to promote a 
sense of crisis and accelerate an allocation 
scheme in advance of scientific study, we do 
not support that objective. 

The State has set the timetable leaving 5 to 
7 years to adopt sustainability plans and 25 
years to achieve sustainability. This time-
table allows local agencies and user groups 
time to complete the scientific studies nec-
essary for sound long-term solutions for the 
50 year planning horizon. While an interim 
cutback in allocations may be determined 
necessary as part of drought planning, long-
term planning should be based on a reason-
able timetable that allows proper science 
and thought to guide the analysis.

The new state law specifically singles out 
the Fox Canyon GMA to become the GSA for 
basins within its boundaries. It is imperative 
that this new GSA support the hydrogeo-
logical studies by water districts and user 
groups before the regulations get ahead of 
the science.

(GW Sustainability: cont. from Page 2) moratorium.

Currently, there are 3,589 residential units 
“in the pipeline” at various stages of the 
approval process representing many types 
of residential units. The seemingly large 
number of units, the improving economy 
and the current three year drought has pre-
cipitated this larger conversation about a 
moratorium on residential units.

However, while this many units are techni-
cally in the approval process, it is question-
able how many would make it through the 
complex city requirements and at what 
pace they could be built. 

For perspective, since 2011, there have 
been 361 units constructed in the City. 
That equates to roughly 90 units per year. 
All of these units fell into the “affordable” 
category and none were single-family 
homes. So, the past four years has seen 
very little growth and virtually no market-
rate housing. 

While this reflects economic reality, it does 
not support the City’s Economic Develop-
ment Strategy for 2013-2018 which char-
acterizes the lack of executive housing as a 
potential challenge to new businesses re-
locating to Ventura. In contrast, it is highly 
likely that the projects scrapped due to 
the pause are the exact housing types this 
Council is seeking. And, low income housing 
will continue to be built due to existing 
laws, further exacerbating the housing mix. 

A stated priority of most of the Council is to 
establish a balance of necessary housing to 
fit the needs of a diverse population with a 
range of housing needs. Community Devel-
opment staff must interpret ever changing 
Council’s directions over the long term 
through the General Plan process. The last 
version of the Ventura General Plan estab-
lished population targets and set residen-
tial development goals, taking into account 
state mandates for growth.

Projected residential development for 
Ventura from 2005 to 2012 included 8,318 
units. However, only roughly one third, 
(3,035) were actually constructed.  Accord-
ing to testimony given by former Ventura 
Mayor Sandy Smith, Ventura’s current 
General Plan growth rate is .88%.  This is 
lower than the previous General Plan which 
allocated a growth rate of over 1%.  The 
current actual growth rate is .55%.  

So, how does a thoughtful city council es-

tablish a housing balance given their current 
adopted plans, a development community 
trying to comply with the plans and a small 
but vocal group opposing any residential 
development? These important decisions 
will affect future economic resources and 
the ability to deliver essential services, fund 
pay and retirement packages, upgrade and 
maintain infrastructure, service debt and 
provide a viable future for their residents.

CoLAB agrees with the need for a growth 
management strategy and a plan for sus-
tainable growth. However, we see no ad-
vantage in pausing the processing of ap-
plications in the pipeline while this effort is 
underway.

We support the decision of the City Council 
to form a Water Commission to address the 
drought and water availability issues with 
respect to development planning. We hope 
that this commission will bring technical ex-
pertise to the process leading to reasonable 
solutions that will provide for sustainable 
growth. These solutions are a critical part 
of the planning effort and will likely take 
longer than the pause to become part of 
the planning process.

CoLAB’s conversations with stakeholders 
along with public comment at the February 
2nd hearing revealed several instances 
where capital and resources have been 
expended to provide executive housing only 
to be jeopardized by the current proposal. 
It is conceivable that as much as a million 
dollars and a significant amount of time 
and resources could have been expended 
on projects in the pre-application or incom-
plete stage. As time is money, an extra year 
of financing in a project can easily lead to its 
untimely abandonment. 

CoLAB emphasizes consistency in policy and 
planning and believes that processing goal-
posts must be firmly planted. Uncertainty 
in the process can directly impact future 
investment into the city for its residential 
housing needs. The quality of future de-
velopment relies on a fair and consistent 
process with an adequate degree of de-
pendability built in. 

We urge the City Council to reconsider the 
policy and apply the pause only to new ap-
plications and not to those in the pre- and 
incomplete application stages. This would 
be a more fair and equitable approach for 
those who have already committed to the 
process in good faith.
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There was much to celebrate on a beauti-
ful “winter” evening in Somis, watching 
the sunset while sipping blood orange and 
lemon drop martinis. The 2015 Select Donor 
Event honored our Gold, Platinum, Black 
and Benefactor members. Over 80 joined us 
this year, including their invited guests and 
dignitaries.

After sunset, moderator and board director 
Rich Atmore warmed up the crowd followed 
by our President Dr. Bud Sloan who made 
the introductions and thanked all who 
helped with the event.

In addition to the beautiful sunset views, 
beer, wine and bar drinks; guests were 
treated to an 
o v e r f l o w i n g 
fruit and cheese 
table and 
gourmet treats 
served out of 
Tim Kilcoyne’s 
Scratch food 
truck. 

The culmination 
of the evening 
was Bud Sloan’s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
honoring Esper 
Peterson, of 
the Esper A. Peterson Foundation for the 
generous gift of $100,000 to our newly 
created VC CoLAB Foundation. Bud pre-
sented him with a Stetson hat which will 
follow with a hat box inscribed with “CoLAB 
Top Hand 2015”. Esper responded with a 
rousing speech describing the difficulties 
and expense of acquiring simple permits for 
necessary projects to steward land, facili-
tate business and create jobs. 
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VC CoLAB 2015 Select Donor Event
Supervisor Peter Foy spoke about 
the importance of groups such as 
CoLAB to present decision makers 
with the facts concerning the  
impacts to business of unnecessar-
ily burdensome regulations.

Benefactor member Eric Johanson 
detailed his issues of permitting 
customary farming and ranching 
activities such as a ranch manager 

mobile home and securing water for 
acreage zoned exclusively for agriculture. 
The bounty of fruits and veggies grown in 
Ventura County is often taken for granted 
as a viewshed rather than essential busi-
nesses vital to our health and security.

In the end, the VC CoLAB Foundation 
raised nearly $50,000 at the event from 
our generous members, getting us nearly 

halfway to our commitment to match the 
Peterson Foundation gift.

Special thanks to Dan Rosenthal for pro-
viding his gorgeous ranch house that was 
finished just in time for the occasion, in-
cluding music and a roaring fire. Thanks to 
Lauren Swift for coordinating and direct-
ing the event and to Kat Merrick, for the 

(continued on page 5)
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                                                               Officers and Board of  Directors

John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman Stephen Greig, California Resources Corp. | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman Patrick Loughman, Lowthorp Richards | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President Neal Maguire, Ferguson Case Orr Patterson | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary | Executive Director David Martinez, Marz Farms | Director

John Lamb, Camlam Farms | Treasurer Matt Meyring, Silverbay Seafoods | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Richard Atmore, R.A, Atmore & Sons | Director Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director

VC CoLAB Foundation to Sponsor Education Series
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lovely decor and for taking photos. R.A. 
Atmore Ranch delivered the wine barrels 
and Pyramid Flowers provided the flowers. 
Thank you also to our volunteer servers: 
David Bayer and Diana Boydstun. 

On the way out, attendees were treated to 
gift bags of fresh produce donated by Swift 
Ranch/Eastwood Berries, Limoniera, the 
Gramckow family, Houweling Nurseries and  
Waters Ranches.

To enjoy participating in this event next 
year we encourage you to support us with 
the  minimum annual $1,000 Gold mem-
bership. You can also qualify by making a 
similar donation to the VC CoLAB Founda-
tion which will help us reach our matching 
goal by December of 2015. Thank you to all 
for an exceptionally successful event. 

(VC CoLAB Donor Event: cont. from Page 4)

CoLAB Ventura County is  pleased to 
announce our new “Circle the Wagons” Ed-
ucation Series sponsored by the VC CoLAB 
Foundation. The purpose of the series is to 
educate the community on local regulations 
and policies that affect our 
businesses and maximize the 
sharing of factual informa-
tion, encouraging collabora-
tion and sensible solutions.

The series may vary in 
location and venue but will 
be free for members, includ-
ing lunch. Non-members will 
pay $25. RSVPs are necessary three days in 
advance and no walk-ins will be allowed. 

You will not want to miss our first speaker 
of the series, Robert Saperstein, J.D., of the 
law firm Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, 
LLP, speaking on the topic: Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act - Water 
Rights Paradigm and Friendly Adjudication 
(Click HERE for Flyer). The presentation will 
be at Sterling Hills Country Club in Camarillo 
on April 16th from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.

We have chosen this timely subject due 
to the threat to our livelihoods posed by 
the regulation of groundwater through the 
new state mandate and Board of Supervi-

sors actions. This vital information will help 
you understand how to defend your water 
rights. We are pleased with this opportunity 
to learn about the SGMA from an attorney 
whose practice focuses on water law and 

related environmental issues. 
In fact, Rob spoke on water 
rights in California to the 
National Business Institute in 
January, the speech entitled 
“Handling Water Rights 
Disputes: Adjudication Proce-
dures and Litigation Tips.” 

Our second speaker in the 
series will be Paul Hullar, founder and CEO 
of Brightwave Energy, a consulting company 
that focuses on energy conservation and 
alternative and advanced fuels. Author of 
the book: “Winning with AB32 - Generating 
Revenue with California’s Cap and Trade” 
(2013), his talk will include California’s 
“Global Warming Solutions Act” of 2006, 
and Senator Pavely’s newly introduced 
“SB-32” legislation that sets stricter green-
house gas emission limits by 2050. 

Paul has an innovative strategy for winning 
with these business unfriendly regulations, 
particularly for agriculture. The tentative 
date is May 7th. Stay tuned for more details.

VC CoLAB on Camarillo CityScene TV
Click below to view 11 minute video inter-

view by John Fraser’s Cable Show!

http://colabvc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/COLAB_Circle-The-Wagons-Education-Series_Flyer_4-16-15.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98QTd2GFLZ0&feature=youtu.be


Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business

CoLAB Ventura County 
Important Links:

  COLAB VC Website:       www.colabvc.org
  COLAB SBC Website:    www.colabsbc.org
   COLAB SLO Website:     www.colabslo.org
  Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: 
 Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM

Save the Date for Our Spring Event
Scheduled for June 6, 2015

Do you Like this Newsletter? 
Not a Member?  Please join us!

Its easy - Online! Only $100/year 
(for an individual membership)

Please Visit us on: 
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VC CoLAB Foundation
Our Foundation purpose is to advance 
education and science, combat com-
munity deterioration and lessen the 

burdens of government. 

Please help us match the generous 
$100,000 gift from the 

Esper A. Petersen Foundation.

Click HERE to learn more.

All interested donors are directed to 
contact Dr. Aubrey Sloan, President 

of the Foundation, at (805) 633-2291 
or Donate Online HERE.  

http://colabvc.com/
http://colabsbc.org/default.aspx
http://colabslo.org/
http://colabsbc.org/radioshow.aspx
http://www.pacificlegal.org/page.aspx?pid=616
http://www.colabvc.org/membership/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ventura-County-Colab-Coalition-of-Labor-Agriculture-and-Business/147846488594486
http://colabvc.org/foundation/
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=EuUA8MshDaUncNiqGDGQ9CrYNIqWN-ZUoNDm_TeLA6qc2s62ge2wKbh3sBW&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8de62a88b92df045c56447d40d60b23a7c
https://twitter.com/CoLAB_VC

