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THE LATEST BEEF OVER THE FOOD PYRAMID
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
A recent article in the Los Angeles Times by
Evan Halper: “Latest climate change battle
may center on food pyramid” (1-18-15), is
an example of how unsuspecting readers
can be unduly influenced by scientific misrepresentations in the press. The article
details the “unexpected debate” by a so
called “prominent panel of government
scientists” to rework the food pyramid “to
consider the heavy carbon impact of raising
animals for meat.”
Reading this caused an immediate rush of
questions such as, who
are these scientists,
what research are they
referring to, and what
would the implications
be to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food Pyramid?
Who? The article quotes a group called the
“Union of Concerned Scientists”, a nonprofit, charitable organization funded by
membership, donations and grants with a
$23 million annual budget and no discernible government connection. Their tag line
is “science for a healthy planet and a safer
world.” According to the article, they are
lobbying for changing the food pyramid.
What research? There are no specific scientific references in the article, only a general
statement that “a growing body of research
has found that meat animals, and cows, in
particular, with their belching of greenhouse
gasses, trampling of the landscape and
need for massive amounts of water, are a
major factor in global warming”.
Researching this, we found that the case
for cattle causing significant greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions worldwide began with
a study published in 2006 by the United

Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) entitled “Livestock’s Long Shadow”.
However, subsequent research, including a peer reviewed chapter in Elsevier’s
Advances in Agronomy, Vol. 103 (2009)
entitled: Clearing the Air: Livestock’s Contribution to Climate Change, authored by
M.E. Pitesky, K.R. Stackhouse, and F.M. Mitloehner of U.C. Davis, concludes that “some
of the report’s key conclusions have been
applied regionally and out of their intended
context.” Importantly, this 2009 study was a
synthesis of research by many institutions
including the U.N. FAO
and the California and
U.S. EPA.
The 2006 FAO study
stated that: “The livestock sector is a major player, responsible
for 18 percent of greenhouse gas emissions...”, and claimed that livestock produce
more GHG than transportation. However,
the 2009 study found that: “Livestock production in most countries of the developed
world (e.g., United States and Europe) has a
relatively small GHG contribution within the
overall carbon portfolios, dwarfed by large
transportation, energy, and other industry
sectors... In the United States, transportation accounts for at least 26% of total anthropogenic GHG emissions compared to
roughly 5.8% for all of agriculture, which
includes less than 3% associated with livestock production.”
U.C. Davis scientists reviewed the 2006 FAO
study’s life cycle assessment and found that
it included deforestation associated with
grazing in the developing world. But this
does not relate to the U.S. According to the
2009 paper: “The United States and most
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Oxnard Advanced Water
Purification Facility
Imminent Startup is Good News
According to Dan Rydberg, Interim Utilities Director for the City of Oxnard, the
first delivery of recycled water from the
City’s GREAT (Groundwater Recovery,
Enhancement And Treatment) project
is imminent. This is a moment many
have been anticipating from a visionary
project that he says has been 20 years
in the making. The core of the project is
the state of the art Advanced Water Purification Facility (AWPF) off of Perkins
and Hueneme Roads in south Oxnard.
CoLAB visited the AWPF on January
20th where Rydberg explained that the
City was waiting for their Waste Discharge Permit from the Los Angeles
Regional Water Quality Control Board.
In addition, supply pipelines are being
designed and built to transport the
water to a variety of customers.

The first water produced from the AWPF
will be 1,700 to 2,000 acre feet per year
(AF/Y) to be delivered to Oxnard parks,
golf courses and residential neighborhoods for landscape irrigation. This
water would otherwise be discharged
to the ocean as treated wastewater
effluent.

(continued on page 3)
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other developed countries have not experienced significant land-use change practices
around livestock production within the last
few decades. Instead, over the last 25 years
forestland has increased by approximately
25% in the United States...” Clearly, a reduction in cattle production in the U.S. would
not significantly decrease GHG emissions in
today’s world.
In a 2009 U.C. Davis News and Information
article, author Mitloehner states: “Smarter
animal farming, not less farming, will equal
less heat. Producing less meat and milk will
only mean more hunger in poor countries...
In developing countries, we should adopt
more efficient, Western-style farming practices, to make more food with less greenhouse gas production.”
So, what is the “Food Pyramid” and how
does U.S. beef production relate? Well,
the Food Pyramid was introduced by the
USDA in 1992. It was replaced in 2002 with
MyPyramid, which was replaced in 2011
with MyPlate (see below) by First Lady,
Michelle Obama and Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsac. So, references to changing
the Food Pyramid are largely moot.
MyPlate re-labels “MILK” to “Dairy” and
“MEAT & BEANS” to “Protein”. The MyPlate.
gov website includes a mini-poster and a
description of the Protein food group with
a wide range of protein choices emphasizing beans and peas. Beef is not mentioned
by name and only camouflaged photos are
included in the header photo. Seems like a
lot of energy is being wasted on this latest
beef over a non-existent Food Pyramid and
a plate full of beans.
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LAFCO TO CONSIDER
Agricultural Mitigation
In a Public Workshop
In November of 2014, the Ventura County
LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission) directed staff “to conduct initial
research regarding the agricultural mitigation policies of other LAFCo’s...” in California. The concern, according to Supervisor
Linda Parks, currently Ventura LAFCo Chair,
is a supposed State requirement to analyze
the loss of prime agricultural land under the
California Environmental Quality Act when
considering annexations.
In short, each county’s LAFCo policies
control the annexation of properties into
cities for future urban development. In
Ventura County, strict development policies
include the Guidelines for Orderly Development and voter approved CURB (City Urban
Growth Boundary) lines that restrict each
city’s expansion and preclude hopscotch
urban development.
However, depending on the agricultural
mitigation requirements that would be
imposed, annexation of land within the
adopted CURB lines, land that cities are
counting on to accommodate future growth
(some of which is mandated by the state),
could become an impossible challenge.
On January 21st., Andrea Ozdy, Analyst for
the Ventura LAFCo, presented the findings
of this initial exercise. Their research identified four California counties that have
adopted mitigation policies, none of which
have voter approved urban growth boundaries. They are San Luis Obispo, Santa Clara,
Stanislaus and Yolo counties. In general the

policies in these counties recommend 1:1
mitigation through the acquisition and dedication of farmland, development rights, agricultural conservation easements or in-lieu
fees. Most are a guidance or a framework
rather than an absolute requirement. In
addition, according to Ozdy, none of the
mitigation policies as written have been
practiced on any scale or have been shown
to be successful.
Per the staff report, the goal of Ventura
LAFCo is to “maintain the physical and
economic integrity of agricultural lands”.
CoLAB testified at the hearing that “the only
way to maintain viable agriculture in this
county is to support farmers through good
economic policy.” We also stated that such
a mitigation policy will not maintain agriculture, at best it will turn prime agricultural
land into vacant open space.
A strict 1:1 mitigation policy would require
a prime agricultural property within the
city CURB to identify a like property in the
county that would give up their development rights in perpetuity. Given the threats
to farming, what farm family or successful operation would make such an agreement? If farming fails here it will be due to
economic and regulatory pressures.
The solution to insure long term sustainability is through promoting a viable AG
industry by policies that support agricultural infrastructure, water supply projects,
marketing and farmworker housing.
The direction to staff was to hold a public
workshop, encouraging stakeholder participation before proceeding on recommendations for agricultural mitigation policies. We
will update our members as this unfolds.

What’s
on your plate?
Before you eat, think about what and how much
food goes on your plate or in your cup or bowl.
Over the day, include foods from all food groups:
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, low-fat dairy
products, and lean protein foods.

Dairy
Fruits

Vegetables

Grains

Protein

Make half your
plate fruits and
vegetables.

Make at least
half your grains
whole.

Switch to skim
or 1% milk.

Vary your protein
food choices.

ChooseMyPlate.gov
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At full capacity, the first skid of the AWPF
can produce up to 7,000 AF/Y of recycled
water, with 5,300 to be sold to agricultural customers or injected into the aquifer
for future pumping credits.

The wastewater plan anticipates 19,000
AF/Y and at full buildout the capacity of
the four skids is 28,000 AF/Y of the ultrapure water.
The water will undergo a three phase
treatment process at the AWPF including micro-filtration, reverse osmosis and
advanced oxidation to remove particulates, contaminants and provide disinfection. While direct potable reuse is contemplated in the future, it is not allowed
by state law at this point.

The long term benefits of this state-ofthe-art plant are numerous. The future
expansion capacity can be used to service
a wide range of customers, reinject water
back into depleted aquifers as well as be
used for environmental restoration.
In our view this is an important step in
solving water shortages currently exacerbated by the drought. With groundwater and imported water supplies being
stretched across California, the timing is
just right for this GREAT project.
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Matt Guthrie Joins CoLAB
as Director of Development
Ventura County CoLAB is pleased to
welcome Matt Guthrie as the newest
addition to our growing organization. Most
recently Field Director for the Jeff Gorell for
Congress campaign, Matt has joined CoLAB
to serve as Director of Development. In this capacity,
he will seek to strengthen
our organization’s influence
and grow our membership
through public policy input,
membership recruitment and
fundraising.
Prior to joining Ventura
County CoLAB, Matt served
in several public policy roles
including Director of Government Affairs for the Ventura
Chamber of Commerce. The knowledge and
understanding Matt has gained through his
professional experience in Ventura County
enhances CoLAB’s ability to continue
seeking sensible solutions on a wide range
of issues. Additionally, he brings a broad
network of relationships with local policy
makers and community leaders.
Matt says he is anxious to help take Ventura
County CoLAB to the next level. “It is an or-

ganization I have a tremendous amount of
respect for and is made up of high quality
people who share my desire to see Ventura
County grow and flourish. I was born and
raised here and my extended family still
lives here. It’s an honor to be a part of the
effort to ensure we maintain a sensible
regulatory environment.” Matt has been a
lifelong resident of the City
of Ventura and currently
resides there with his wife
and two children.
The first order of business
will be to organize a series
of membership meetings,
hosting experts presenting
on local relevant issues. We
hope to better represent our
members by providing additional opportunities for communication while stimulating
new ideas in our search for positive, realistic
and collaborative solutions.
We are fortunate to be able to welcome
Matt to our team at this crucial time,
bringing new energy and perspective as
we grow our organization. The outpouring
of support from members and community
leaders has been tremendous! Matt can
be contacted at mguthrie@colabvc.org or
(805) 633-2257.

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

John Lamb, Camlam Farms | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorp Richards | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Neal Maguire, Ferguson Case Orr Patterson | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary | Executive Director

David Martinez, Marz Farms | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Matt Meyring, Silverbay Seafoods | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Richard Atmore, R.A, Atmore & Sons | Director

Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director

3

Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business

Volume 5, Issue #2, February 2015

VC CoLAB Foundation
Our Foundation purpose is to advance
education and science, combat community deterioration and lessen the
burdens of government.

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)

Please Visit us on:

A very generous anonymous donor
has contributed $100,000 which is
conditional upon securing matching
donations. Please Click HERE to learn
more.
All interested donors are directed to
contact Dr. Aubrey Sloan, President
of the Foundation, at (805) 633-2291
or Donate Online HERE.
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CoLAB Ventura County
Important Links:
COLAB VC Website:

www.colabvc.org

COLAB SBC Website:

www.colabsbc.org

COLAB SLO Website:

www.colabslo.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show:
Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM

Save the Date for Our Spring Event
Scheduled for June 6, 2015

