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WATER WELL MORATORIUM PASSED

Revealing an Unjustified Mistrust of Farmers
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
On Tuesday, October 28th, in a 4-1 decision
by the County Board of Supervisors, a
county-wide water well permit moratorium was adopted with only a three working
day public notice, crushing a long-standing
working relationship between farmers and
county government. This stands in stark
contrast to the stakeholder driven process
at the Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency (FCGMA), where a temporary water well moratorium was adopted in
Emergency Ordinance E with farmers’ input.
The permit moratorium was passed despite
many letters from attorneys
presenting
evidence that it was
hastily written, did
not meet the designation of “urgency”,
constitutes a taking
of vested rights, is contrary to the intent
of the new state groundwater legislation,
singled out agricultural pumpers and was
not properly evaluated under the California
Environmental Quality Act.
Supervisor Bennett, the architect of the
“Urgency Ordinance” went to great lengths
in his cover letter to characterize this as a
crisis. His letter justified the moratorium
by summing up a set of circumstances that
would have applied to many droughts we
have faced in the past.
The ordinance was purportedly so urgent
that stakeholders, including those who
farm and ranch hundreds of thousands of
acres of agricultural land were not trusted
to participate in this “emergency” process.
Bennett characterized taking stakeholder
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input as allowing those in opposition to use
it as a delaying tactic.
His mistrust hinged on a noted increase in
total new water supply permit applications,
75 in 2014, compared to an average of 42 in
the three prior years. The increase was attributed to farmers who were adding wells
to pump more water, potentially damaging
aquifers before the new state regulations
could take effect. CoLAB was skeptical,
as the future of farming relies on these
aquifers and as we pointed out in our testimony, 75 applications were within the
range of those filed in years 2001-2005.
The day after the
rushed decision, CoLAB
submitted a public
records act request for
the 2014 permit applications and soon found
that the increase in
total well count did not tell the whole story.
In fact, only 28 of the 75 new supply well
permits could be attributed to agriculture;
the rest were municipal, industrial, replacement, environmental and residential. In
fact, our mapping analysis identified 30 residential permit applications in unincorporated areas. And, of the 28 agricultural well
permit applications identified, over half (15)
were within the FCGMA, already subject to
a moratorium adopted in February through
a collaborative stakeholder process.
Clearly, the 2014 increase was due to rural
residential well applications across the
county, urgently needed to remedy drought
induced well failures. Commercial agricultural permit applications did not dramati(continued on page 2)
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CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Receives $100,000 in Funding
Requiring Matching Contributions
We are pleased to announce the presentation of a major donation to the
VC CoLAB Charitable Foundation by a
very generous anonymous donor. The
foundation received a check for $50,000
with a pledge of another $50,000 in
2015. These donations come with a
challenge to generate matching grants
by the end of 2015. With the help of our
CoLAB community, we can meet and
even exceed this funding goal.
Since 2010, we have funded our staff
and projects solely through memberships in the CoLAB Ventura County
non-profit organization. The addition
of the new VC CoLAB Foundation will
strengthen our base and propel us to
the next level, allowing our supporters
to fund our critical research and education projects through charitable contributions.
Many critical projects need immediate expert attention including the VC
Grading Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance, Well Ordinance, Locally Important Species, and educational outreach
campaigns. We run a very lean organization, monitoring and analyzing
regulations while collaborating with
experts, fellow stakeholders and local

(continued on page 3)
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cally increase. Farmers were unjustly implicated and the urgency was without merit.
The announcement of the proposed moratorium on October 22nd. was an unprecedented breach of trust that set off a predictable rush of new well permits. According to
the data CoLAB received from the County
of Ventura, 19 new AG supply applications
were filed from October 23-29, numbers
significantly less than those quoted at the
hearing and in newspapers. It turned out
that the ban was retroactive to the date of
the announcement, 10-22-14. We believe
the permit rush was mainly due to the uncertain length of the moratorium, being
misrepresented as temporary.
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input from several board members and
attorneys, mostly working through the
weekend. On Monday our letter was submitted and a “Call to Action” was sent to
our members via email with talking points.
In the end, we were overwhelmed with the
response by the AG community and their
exceptional, well reasoned testimony. We
thank our members for their support which
is necessary for our mission of a timely
response to these threats to our livelihoods.

The moratorium proponents represented
environmental NGOs, no growth advocates
and two water districts who are exempt,
protecting their own interests.

Of the 40 or so who testified, 30 were
against adopting the moratorium. These
opposition speakers included farmers,
ranchers, agricultural organizations, energy
organizations, and most significantly, Henry

What is apparent to CoLAB, is the dimin(continued on page 3)

County of Ventura Watershed Boundaries and Groundwater Basins per Board of
Supervisors Presentation, 10-28-14

The length of the moratorium is problematic, tied to the new, one month old, State
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
Until 1-31-2015, the moratorium applies to
the whole unincorporated County in all watersheds (see Map, Exhibit 1).
After 1-31-2015 the moratorium will apply
only to groundwater basins that the State
identifies as high and medium priority for
causing “undesirable results” (See Maps
with draft priorities on Page 3). For each of
these identified basins, the process begins
by forming a local Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) which must provide governance by 6-30-2017. GSA’s must provide
annual reports to the State Department
of Water Resources (DWR) and ultimately
submit a groundwater sustainability plan.

Cuyama River
Watershed

Santa Clara River
Watershed

Given the current power struggles between
agencies, water districts, user groups and
jurisdictions, this first step will be tumultuous, complicated by the lack of trust generated by the imposition of the moratorium.

Ventura River
Watershed

Water wells will remain subject to the moratorium until each basin’s GSA “has adopted
and submitted to DWR a groundwater sustainability plan”. The projected deadline for
these plans to be adopted is not until 1-312022 unless the basin is subject to critical
overdraft which shortens the deadline to
1-31-2020. So, rain or shine, the moratorium is expected to last at least 6-8 years.
In spite of the intent to limit our ability
to provide adequate public comment,
CoLAB sprang into action to represent our
members. The ordinance language was not
released until Thursday afternoon, giving
precious little time to analyze and comment.
CoLAB’s comment letter was written with

Gonzales, the Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner. Gonzales said that the
“process should include transparency and
inclusion” and he volunteered to “facilitate a group of representative stakeholders
to address the issues that have been presented”. Even though he is the agricultural
expert in the County, Gonzales’ time was
limited to a 2 minute comment by Chair
Bennett and his advice was disregarded.
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ished respect for agricultural stakeholders
in the regulatory process. In a county that
claims to care about farmland, land that has
been stewarded for generations by those
who have the responsibility to provide food
for our tables, it is hard to believe that this
industry is so taken for granted.
Stakeholders are being demonized as
“delayers”, not to be trusted. The public
hearing was a sham. Speakers’ times were
cut from the normal three minutes to two.
Bennett’s before and after power point
slides were clear evidence that the public
process would have no bearing on the prearranged outcome.
Speaker Mike Stoker said it best when he
described the biggest casualty of this action
as the loss of trust. Ventura County could
have been a model for cooperation for
other counties to emulate in the new state
groundwater sustainability process. But
this vision was shattered, the new reality
likely to be filled with litigation, taking the
eye off the solution of funding water supply
projects. This action reflects pure political
opportunism by our elected leaders.
The dissenting board member, Peter
had closing comments that reflect
feeling of our organization. He is the
Supervisor that has faith in farmers
faith in businesses that innovation
secure reliability beyond the droughts.
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(Foundation: cont. from Page 1)

agencies to come up with reasonable solutions. This effort has been successful
in changing proposed harmful language
in local ordinances and guidelines in
addition to de-funding a poorly planned
bicycle path through farmland. Local
threats to our businesses and livelihoods
are ever increasing, stretching our resources. Please help us fund our growing
grass roots organization and double your
impact through this matching offer. All
levels of funding are appreciated.
For contributions to the VC CoLAB Foundation, please contact President, Bud
Sloan at Foundation@colabvc.org.

CoLAB urges a serious commitment by
the Board of Supervisors to facilitate the
recycled water and desalter projects that
are stalled throughout the county in lengthy
and expensive permit processes and jurisdictional turf battles. We need committed
leadership to save our agriculture through
water projects that will benefit all users
including domestic, municipal, industrial,
environmental and agricultural. We call for
a solution based, collaborative dialogue on
the imposed moratorium for the good of all.

While CoLAB does not endorse or support
political candidates, this year we provided
analysis and recommendations for relevant
state and local ballot initiatives that would
impact Ventura County business. In this
election, we are fortunate that 3 of 3 of our
recommended initiatives went our way.
In October, we reviewed Port Hueneme
Measure “M” and recommended a no vote
based on the maximum tax rates being set
arbitrarily high. Our analysis found that
this initiative was created in secrecy with
no stakeholder input and would have a potential negative impact to businesses at the
Port and Naval Base Ventura County. Voters
agreed rejecting this 56% No / 44% Yes.
We also reviewed Santa Barbara Measure
“P” and again recommended a no vote. This
initiative would eventually shut oil and gas
production down in Santa Barbara County
by banning all enhanced recovery completion techniques. If replicated in Ventura
County, it would eliminate good paying
industry jobs and critical property tax
revenue to the County. Voters rejected this
initiative 63% No / 37% Yes.
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Further, we are concerned that Supervisors’
Bennett and Parks, board members of the
“Save Our Agricultural Resources” (SOAR)
Organization, have not shown leadership
in supporting the necessary infrastructure
solutions to bring new water to these lands
they profess to want to save. This land is
subject to voter imposed agricultural-exclusive zoning which cannot be changed
without a public vote until 2020. The ballot
measure they are proposing will extend
SOAR to 2050.

2014 ELECTION RESULTS

CASGEM Basin Priorities, Ventura River Watershed

Finally, we ran several articles on water
infrastructure needs in California and
Ventura County’s dependence on the State
Water Project, recommending support for
State Proposition 1, the Water Bond. This
measure passed 67% Yes / 33% No.

State of CA, CASGEM Basin Priorities, Santa Clara River Watershed
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VC CoLAB 2014 Annual Meeting
By: Lauren Swift
It was a beautiful evening at the Camarillo
Ranch House where over 220 members and
guests gathered inside the historic red barn
for our 2014 Annual Meeting.
Board Chairman John Hecht convened
the meeting with a welcome and opening
remarks. John introduced President Bud
Sloan who spotlighted dignitaries, collaborating organizations, benefactors, and
sponsors. Bud recognized the VC CoLAB
Board of Directors including a special thank
you to outgoing directors Fred Ferro and
Tim Albers for their outstanding service.
He also welcomed newly elected board
members: John Lamb (Camlam Farms);
Neal Maguire (Ferguson, Case, Orr, Patterson); David Martinez (Marz Farms); and
Matt Meyring (Silverbay Seafoods). President Sloan then announced the official tax
exempt status of our charitable VC CoLAB
Foundation and the generous anonymous
donation as described on Page 1.

No Food, An American’s for Prosperity and
David Spady film, highlighting the harsh
reality of the water wars in California.
Thank you to our platinum table sponsors:
Western States Petroleum Assoc., Donlon
Ranch, USA AG Supplies, CAMLAM Farms,
Lowthorp Richards, Mission Produce,
Sespe Consulting, American’s For Prosperity, Ventura Land & Livestock, RA Cattle
Company, Buon Gusto Farms, Sloan Ranch,
French Ranch, Jensen Design & Survey and
additional sponsors Community West Bank,
Farm Credit West, Ventura County Association, MacDonald for Mayor and SEEAG.

This year our meeting was high energy and
informational, beginning with a presentation by Executive Director, Lynn Jensen
on CoLAB’s accomplishments for the year
and our new educational slide show: LandWater-Energy-Economy. This campaign describes the importance of land-based and
industrial businesses as the backbone of
Ventura County’s economy and the simple
facts about where our local food, water and
energy comes from. The program shows
how incomplete information circulated to
the public can lead to unnecessary regulations that threaten critical businesses like
farming, ranching, manufacturing, transportation, energy and mining.

Thank you to Performance Nursery for
donating the beautiful centerpiece flower
arrangements and decorative palms.
And, special thanks to our crew: Lauren
Swift (coordinator), Shannon Cohen (organization and decor), Bud and Kim Sloan (bar),
Shelley Casillas and HeatherGilbert (entry).

Next, Lynn introduced special guest, David
Spady, who presented No Water, No Farmer,

(continued on page 5)
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Meet Lauren Swift

(Annual Meeting: cont. from Page 4)

We are pleased to welcome Lauren Swift as
our new Research Analyst. Lauren graduated from California State University, Chico,
College of Agriculture with a Bachelor’s of
Science in Animal Science. Her passion for
agriculture brought her back to Ventura
County where her family farming history
dates back to the late 1870’s.

We appreciate everyone who came and
supported our Annual Meeting. It was a
very successful evening that will give CoLAB
the resources to pursue our many important issues! We are looking forward to our
Spring Event - PLEASE STAY TUNED!

action. She has been learning quickly about
banking, accounting, insurance, scheduling, event planning, member services and
general organization while being exposed
to many new software applications like
InDesign and GIS mapping.

Her father, John Swift, and brother, Jonathan
continue to grow row crops from Ventura
County up to Santa Barbara County. She was
exposed to agriculture from a young age
and always had a desire to become involved
in the business.
Lauren is enjoying her time with CoLAB
and the connections and experiences she
has encountered in a short period of time.
The transition from college to her first “real
world” job at CoLAB was eye-opening.
Within the first week she was attending
meetings discussing some of the biggest
issues in Ventura County. She was shocked
at reality of government regulation on agriculture and business, the backbone of
Ventura County’s economy.
The most frustrating part for her was listening to some of these discussions at meetings
and not understanding why. There is so
much talk about solutions, but very little

In addition, Lauren has been attending
meetings including the Ventura and Santa
Clara River Watershed Councils and Cattlemen Water Quality Committee and Horse &
Livestock Watershed Alliance, applying her
background in animal science.
Lauren has also coordinated two of CoLAB’s
major events this year, most recently presiding over our successful Camarillo Ranch
House annual meeting.
We appreciate Lauren’s ability to keep
all things CoLAB running and are looking
forward to seeing her continue to grow in
the Research Analyst position.

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

John Lamb, Camlam Farms | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorp Richards | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Neal Maguire, Ferguson Case Orr Patterson | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary | Executive Director

David Martinez, Marz Farms | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Matt Meyring, Silverbay Seafoods | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Richard Atmore, R.A, Atmore & Sons | Director

Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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CoLAB VC Calendar
Nov. 17: Oxnard Chamber Water Committee
12:00 - 1:30 PM, Mon., Chamber Office
400 E. Esplanade Dr., #302

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

Nov. 19: VC Water Well Ordinance
Stakeholder Mtg.,
2:00 - 4:00 PM, Wed., County Govt. Center
Multipurpose Room
Nov. 20: Ventura River Watershed Council
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Thurs.
EP Foster Library Topping Room,
651 E. Main St. Ventura
Dec. 10: AG Policy Advisory Committee
9:00 AM, Wed. - AG Commissioner
555 Airport Way, Camarillo

CoLAB Ventura County
Important Links:
COLAB VC Website:

www.colabvc.org

COLAB SBC Website:

www.colabsbc.org

COLAB SLO Website:

www.colabslo.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show:
Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
The CoLAB VC Website is currently working
but a new website is under constriction!
STAY TUNED...

