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Newsletter

Thank You to the Board of Supervisors
for their 3-2 Vote in favor of Agriculture
By: Lynn Gray Jensen

The regional trail “Master Plan” written in
the late 90’s, is a romanticized account of
a public trail through orchards adjacent to
a functioning commuter rail line. However,
the reality of the plans for this mile long
section east of Piru was far from ideal:
1- the train tracks were removed within the
right-of-way many years ago,

On August 6th, a 3-2 vote by Supervisor’s
Long, Foy and Zaragoza was a positive affirmation by the Board of Supervisors that
the agricultural industry is worth protecting. Ventura County agriculture grosses $2
billion, supports 35,000 jobs and feeds 135
million consumers annually from 96,000 irrigated acres.
The vote was to “not approve” a proposed
one mile bike path bisecting 900 acres of
prime farmland east of Piru. The Board
originally approved construction of the
Phase III project at a
March hearing where
CoLAB organized testimony enumerating the
inadequate consideration of environmental,
public safety and community issues. We
subsequently proposed a reasonable alternative, running the Phase III pathway along
Highway 126 which would have alleviated
many of the concerns (see map, page 2).
The project, as covered in our April 2013
Newsletter, was part of the “Santa Paula
Branch Line Recreational Trail”. This 32 mile
trail would utilize an existing railroad rightof-way and run from Montalvo through
Piru, continuing east to Rancho Camulos.

2- the plan had poor protection for agricultural assets, compromising the 900 acre
farming operation which is planted mostly
in row-crop berries adjacent to the trail,
3- the measures for protection of trail users
from pesticide exposure were inadequate,
4- the remote location with lack of visibility from a public roadway precludes sheriff
patrols and makes emergency services difficult, placing trail users in serious jeopardy,
5- the trail, misrepresented as a commuter
path, does not connect communities, and
has little value in that
it dead ends in the
middle of a farm field,
6- a future extension
of the trail to reach
the planned terminus
at Rancho Camulos would be complicated,
requiring land to be swapped or purchased
from Camulos Ranch including their private
underpass beneath the 126 Highway.
Approval of this trail would place a farming
operation and the public at risk without
a viable plan or funding to reach the
terminus. In addition, the Piru Community did not support the project, writing
two letters against it. For those reasons
(continued on page 2)
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VCTC Comprehensive
Transportation Plan Unveiled
On Tuesday, August 27th, the Ventura
County Transportation Commission
(VCTC) presented a $300,000 Comprehensive Transportation Plan to advisory
group participants including an economic
forecast update by Bill Watkins, director
of California Lutheran University’s Center
for Economic Research and Forecasting,
(CERF).
The summary revealed shortfalls in
revenue for maintenance of existing
roads, streets and arterials and widening
of highways and freeways. Darren Kettle,
Executive Director of VCTC explained
that projected funding does not begin
to cover the high costs of the two top
priority projects - US 101 widening and
the remainder of the SR 118 widening.
Part of the problem, according to the
Plan is that “Nearly half of available
funds are dedicated to (public) transit
(continued on page 2)

SAVE THE DATE
CoLAB Ventura County
2013 ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, October 17th.
5:30 PM, PETERSEN BARN, SOMIS
Special Thanks to Esper Petersen!
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The testimony was a broad coalition of independent voices in opposition to the project.
We thank members of the Ventura County
Agricultural Association, Farm Bureau, Cattlemen’s Association and Taxpayers Association along with C. King (Piru Neighborhood
Council), Bob Pinkerton (AG Policy Advisory
Commission Chair) Jeanette Lombardo
(CA Food and AG Advocates) and Somers
Ranches for voicing their concerns with the
project. There were no public speakers in
support of the project.
In addition, we applaud the expert testimony of Henry Gonzales, Ventura County
Agricultural Commissioner who called into
question some of the findings of the environmental addendum with respect to pesticide exposure. Monica McGrath of the
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department also
provided realistic answers when questioned
by the Supervisors.
We thank Supervisor Kathy Long for providing Camulos Ranch the opportunity to
dialogue with her staff and representatives
of Public Works and the CEO’s Office as the
project is in her district. We also appreciate her unwavering support of the public
process and willingness to listen to all sides
before making a decision.
In addition we appreciate the leadership
of Supervisor Peter Foy who facilitated the
public process and his continuing support
for the hard-working business community.
We also thank Supervisor John Zaragoza
who expressed his commitment to local

communities represented by the Piru Neighborhood Council and concerns about pesticide exposure and local agricultural jobs.
After the August 6th decision, Matt
Freeman, General Manager of Camulos
Ranch, expressed gratitude to the CoLAB
organization for our leadership and support.
We provided expertise and suggested solutions, including thorough reviews of the
environmental documents. “If it hadn’t
been for the dedication of CoLAB, and their
constant monitoring efforts, this trail to
nowhere would have been built with no environmental review and no opportunity to
negotiate plan details.”
While Supervisors Steve Bennett and Linda
Parks represent the “Save Our Agricultural Resources” (SOAR) Organization, they
seemed to be more concerned with the
future of the regional bike path than the
dangers to agricultural operations or public
safety issues presented in public testimony
and backed up by the County Agricultural
Commissioner and Sheriff’s Department.
Supv. Bennett cited “pressure for these
trails due to climate change” as a reason to
approve construction. Supv. Parks saw this
as a “positive amenity” that would be “safer
than roads” and “agritourism”. We believe
that agritourism must benefit not endanger
agriculture.
When it comes to building any portion of
the proposed trail, CoLAB believes that trail
segments must make sense; protect agriculture from intrusion, theft and vandalism;
protect trail users from violent crime and
exposure to pesticides; and be supported
by the neighboring community. Protection
of agricultural resources was fought for
in 2000, included as mitigation in the Programmatic EIR and is essential for the future
of the agricultural industry.

(VCTC Plan: cont. from Page 1)

and presents a funding scenario that is unbalanced, leaving shortfalls in most areas”
(see pie chart from VCTC Plan below).
“State and Federal law are explicit that they
cannot be used for other purposes.”

The Plan cites numerous challenges including:
• projected increase in vehicle traffic,
• a $1.3 Billion road repair shortfall in the
next 30 years,
• land use policies retaining open space
between cities challenges transit and
cycling choices,
• rising cost of environmental studies,
• flat gas tax revenue due to increasing
fuel efficiencies,
• difficulty of efficient trucking and rail
freight movement through cities
Bill Watkins spoke about the importance of
meeting these transportation challenges in
order to allow the economic growth that
drives opportunity in counties.
Future funding strategies were analyzed to
address a $3 billion overall transportation
systemwide shortfall over the next 30 years.
All three of the alternatives with a possibility of bridging the gap would require a 2/3
vote of the people: a 10 cent per gallon gas
tax, increase in vehicle registration fees or a
1/2 cent countywide sales tax measure.
A feasibility study on likely voter approval
of the alternatives was not encouraging.
Voters sense of affordability for the sales
tax increase fell from 68% to 59% from 2008
to 2011. And voters overall trust in government also declined from 39% to 30%.

Proposed Terminus
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End of ROW

(Thank You: cont. from Page 1)

we organized testimony for the August 6th
hearing where the CEO’s office was recommending approval of a new environmental
addendum, revised construction documents
and the final contract to construct.
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We agree that trust in government is low
and think it is due to a lack of accountability.
Our goal is to promote true public process
by providing technical analysis and real solutions to decision makers.
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Introducing VC CoLAB’s
New Facebook Page

CoLAB FAIR BOOTH 2013
CoLab Ventura County won a second-place
ribbon for our Fair booth in the Agricultural
Building this year - only our second try! The
booth was welcoming and comfortable, a
great spot for our members to meet and introduce the public to our CoLAB mission.

Please check out our new Facebook Page
and be sure to “LIKE” us!! We will be communicating with posts on our activities,
places we are covering around the county
and fun facts. Also please support us by
sending an invitation to your Facebook
friends, encouraging them to “LIKE” us too!
This increases our exposure exponentially.
Looking forward to your feedback!

Calendar
Sept. 5 : Ventura River Watershed Council
9:00 am- 12:00 pm
EP Foster Library, 651 E. Main St., Vta.
Tully Clifford of Watershed Protection
District will be presenting WPD priorities

Pat Loughman Replaces Retiring
Dennis Kuttler on CoLAB Board
Back in June, Dennis Kuttler, announced
his retirement from the law firm Lowthorp,
Richards, McMillan, Miller and Templeton
(LRMMT), also resigning as a Director and
Treasurer of CoLAB. Dennis was a very dedicated founding board member, regularly
pitching in his skills as a seasoned attorney.
We wish him the best in retirement!

Sept. 6: Ventura County Transportation
Comm. (VCTC) monthly board meeting
Introduction of the new “Comprehensive
Transportation Plan”, 9:00 am
Camarillo City Hall, 601 Carmen Dr.
Sept. 10: United AG Hosting with COLAB SBC
PLF Regional Briefing on AB 32 Lawsuit
“It’s Time to Get the Government
Off the Backs of Farmers and Ranchers”
11:00 am - 1:00 pm, Radisson Hotel
3455 Airpark Drive, Santa Maria

We are fortunate to add Pat Loughman,
Managing Partner at LRMMT, to our Board,
continuing the commitment of the firm. Pat
cites his reason as “the firm’s longtime involvement with the AG industry and the fact
that CoLAB fills the need for an advocate,
working with governmental entities and
protecting the interests of businesses, including agriculture in Ventura County.”

Sept. 15: “An Afternoon in the Orchard” at
Limoniera, 4:00 - 8:00 pm, 1141 Cummings
Road, Santa Paula, to benefit Ventura
County Agricultural Education (Tickets).

An estimated 12,000 of the 300,000 people
who attend the Ventura County Fair enter
the AG building. Our larger booth was well
situated just inside the main entrance with
eye-catching banners featuring photos of
beautiful ranch scenes, innovative agriculture and natural resources. We also played
our new Colab Alpha Video which is currently accessible on our own YouTube site.
Kids were attracted to a colorful wheel
they could spin and parents would join
in, trying to guess true or false to regulations on topics like water, land use etc. The
favorite question was on animal keeping in
the County of Ventura: True or False - Regardless of property size, you are limited
to the keeping of 4 dogs and 4 cats, but the
number of rats, mice, snakes and spiders is
unlimited? (This is actually true!)
A huge thank you to Moira and the many
Board members and members who manned
the booth! Looking forward to next year!

Officers and Board of Directors
Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Chairman

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Director

John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Vice Chairman

Kenneth High, LRMMT Attorneys | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President
Patrick Loughman, LRMMT Attorneys | Director
Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary / Executive Director
Kioren Moss, Moss & Associates | Director
Moira Barron | Treasurer
Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director
Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director
Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Director

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director
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CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:
COLAB Ventura County Website:
Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

www.colabvc.org

COLAB Santa Barbara County Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County: August 2013 Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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