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VENTURA COUNTY AGRICULTURE
A Beneficial Use Worth Fighting For

By: Lynn Gray Jensen
In a meeting room at the City of Ventura
on September 25th, a diverse cast of characters was charged with finding a solution
to a nearly impossible problem - resolution
of a 1996 “listing” of the Ventura River by
the L.A. Regional Water Board who found
that Reaches 3 and 4 the river (see map
on Page 2) did not support an “aquatic
life beneficial use” due to the diversion
and pumping of river water. Aquatic life
is one of 20 existing
beneficial uses in the
Ventura River watershed. “Agriculture” is
also an existing beneficial use.
Following the listing, a lawsuit was filed
by Heal the Bay, Inc. and Santa Monica
BayKeeper, Inc. against the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) which
resulted in a 1999 consent decree obligating the EPA to take action within 14 years
which ends March 24, 2013. Action would
include setting environmental objectives
to maintain the Southern California Steelhead in the Ventura River. However, the
question is whether restrictions on agricultural pumping would impact its own
beneficial use and if it would make a significant difference in surface water levels?
From the meeting, it was evident that
there has been little progress by the
Regional Board and minimal leadership
and coordination since 1999 to facilitate
the necessary studies to determine what
constructive actions might be. Now, at the
11th hour, there is a an air of desperation
and no apparent solution.

Admittedly I am a newcomer to the process
and have missed some prior meetings
between the participants. This meeting of
approximately 25 included: representatives
from four public water providers, several
environmental groups including Heal the
Bay, a land conservancy, several farm
advocacy groups, a Watershed Council, a
groundwater hydrologist, an engineer, attorneys, several landowners, and representatives of both the L.A. Regional Water
Board and the EPA.
For agriculture, this is
survival. Just consider
the situation in the
Central Valley where
limits on pumping to
protect Delta Smelt led
to the fallowing of hundreds of thousands
of acres of once productive farmland.
For the water and sewer agencies, the issue
is whether they will be able to provide
water and process sewage at a cost the
ratepayers can afford. In addition, water
providers need to have reserves for future
drought conditions.
In truth, the state of the science is not
sufficient to convince potentially responsible parties that any particular action will
benefit aquatic life. Emotions are high,
and are easily influenced by preconceived
beliefs.
For example, the Santa Barbara Channel
Keepers released a four minute You Tube
video claiming to document an overnight
drop in the water level of a pool on Ojai
Valley Land Conservancy land in Reach 4 of
the Ventura River. The pool was described
(continued on page 2)
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VC COLAB ANNUAL MEETING
Introducing Victor Davis Hanson
VC COLAB’s 2nd Annual Meeting will
take place on Wednesday, October
10th at the Maulhardt Barn in
Oxnard (1853 Camino del Sol). Social
hour begins at 5:00 PM with a BBQ
Dinner to follow at 6:00 PM. After
dinner and the annual meeting, it is
our pleasure to host Dr. Victor Davis
Hanson, a Senior Fellow at Stanford
University’s Hoover Institution on War,
Revolution and Peace as our distinguished speaker.

Herbert Hoover, one of Stanford’s
first graduates defined the purpose
of the Institution in a 1959 speech:
to support “the Constitution of the
United States, its Bill of Rights and
its method of representative government. Both our social and economic
systems are based on private enterprise from which springs initiative
and ingenuity...” Dr. Hanson’s life and
prolific writings reflect this theme.
Hanson is a defender of the rugged
individualist way of life coming from
his agrarian roots having grown up
on a 135 acre farm in Selma, CA. Ac(continued on page 3)
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as the “upper swimming hole in the Ventura
River Preserve” shown on June 6, 2012.
The narrator surmises that the water level
dropped 2-3 feet overnight and then states
that “there are a lot of wells in this reach”
and suggests that “water levels fluctuate in
response to well pumping”.

water quality. A table in the decree identifies Ventura River Reaches 3 and 4 in a
column labelled “Listed Pollutants” with
the words “pumping, water diversions”.
The problem is that pumping and water diversions are not pollutants. This begs the
question: How do you calculate a daily load
of a pollutant when there is no pollutant?

The water agencies, agricultural operators
and groundwater hydrologist were skeptical, pointing out that the Ventura River has
historically intermittent flow and is a very
complex hydro-geological system where
evapotranspiration could be a major factor.
It would be helpful to have more scientific
analysis before alleging responsibility. In
viewing the video, as a professional geologist, the discoloration of the rocks were unconvincing in providing proof that the water
receded rapidly. At Lake Powell, where I am
an annual visitor, high water marks on the
rocks are essentially permanent and date
back many years.

Recognizing the problem, the EPA representative Cindy Lin, is proposing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOA) as an “alternate program” to the TMDL. All potentially
responsible “parties” would be required to
sign the MOA creating a partnership among
regulatory agencies, water users/suppliers and environmental groups. The parties
would have to identify shared objectives,
set attainable goals and establish actions,
timelines and an adaptive management
process. And all of this would need to be
hammered out and presented to the State
Water Quality Control Board by February 7,
2013 to meet the March 24th deadline.

However, the 1999 consent decree requires
action regardless of the state of the science,
specifically calling for standards called
TMDL’s (Total Maximum Daily Loads) to be
established for “pollutants” that impair

A draft MOA was presented at the meeting
for the “parties” to comment on. This will
be the subject of the next meeting scheduled for Thursday, October 18th. VC COLAB
will submit comments and be represented.

CA STATE PASSES
Cottage Food Law Bill
On August 30th, the state legislature
passed AB 1616, a bill that goes into effect
in January that will create a new “cottage
food operation” category, one that can be
operated out of your own home kitchen.
According to the bill the legislature found
that “Small businesses have played an important role in helping slow economies
recover and prosper as an engine of job
creation. During the 1990s, small businesses created the majority of new jobs and
now account for 65 percent of United States
employment”.
In addition they recognized that we “...are
facing growing obesity and obesity-related
disease epidemics”, that “rural communities have faced limited opportunities to
purchase healthy foods”, “there is a growing
movement in California to support community-based food production” and that
“these movements seek to connect food to
local communities, small businesses, and
environmental sustainability” and increase
opportunities for entrepreneur development to supplement household incomes,
prevent poverty and hunger, and strengthen local economies.
They pointed out that “At least 32 other
states have passed laws that allow small
business entrepreneurs to use their home
kitchens to prepare, for sale, foods that
are not potentially hazardous and in some
communities even some bake sales are currently illegal.”
The types of foods allowed are limited to
“non-potentially hazardous foods” that are
unlikely to grow harmful bacteria or other
toxic microorganisms at room temperature.
A cottage food operation will have some
requirements including: registering with
their county health department (including
a small fee), acquiring a permit for indirect
sales, attending a class and passing an exam
administered by the CA Dept. of Public
Health, packaging and labeling rules and
sanitary procedures.
In addition there is a gross annual revenue
limit for the operations of $35,000 in 2013,
$45,000 in 2014 and $50,000 in 2015.

Reaches of the Ventura River Watershed

VC COLAB welcomes this new bill and we
will be calling on County Environmental
Health to be supportive in implementing
the new legislation.
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(Victor Davis Hanson: cont. from Page 1)

cording to a 9-13-12 article by Emily
Smith, managing editor of the Hoover Institution journal Defining Ideas: from the
age of five he was “engaged in the hard
labor of working the land.” After graduating from UC Santa Cruz, “he headed to
Stanford University, where he received his
PhD in classics.” After Stanford, he went
back to manage the family farm with his
twin brother. Four years later the price of
raisin grapes plunged, “forcing him to put
his Stanford degree to use”.

In 1984 Hanson began teaching mostly
minority students at CSU Fresno about art
history and ancient art. By 1994 he built
the program up to include 6 full-time professors with students “getting into top law
schools and graduate programs”. In 1995
Dr. Hanson published the book The Other
Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian
Roots of Western Civilization. Smith
comments: “Farming did not just shape
the West economically and politically, by
establishing property rights and other institutions of democratic government, but
small landowning gave the West a set of
moral principles to live by.

It is these moral principles, his ability to
explain current events from a historical

VC COLAB 2nd ANNUAL MEETING and DINNER
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10th - 5:00 to 8:30 PM
Maulhardt Barn, 1853 Camino del Sol, Oxnard

Distinguished Speaker - Victor Davis Hanson
Dr. Hanson is a senior fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution. Link to Dr. Hanson’s recent article: “There is No California”
Please RSVP Online with a Credit Card or
Call Shelley/Cindi at Jensen Design (805) 654-6977
BRING A FRIEND!
perspective and his support for the hard
work of private business that attracted
us to him as our choice for this year’s
speaker. Our two favorite articles “There
is No California” and “The Imams of Islam
and the Environment” are worth the
read. Further, “America’s Seed Corn” is
an excellent editorial about a generation
of Americans that has added $10 trillion
dollars to the national debt: “Americans
have rarely questioned the value of a
college education - until now. Tuition costs

are soaring and jobs for those with bachelor’s degrees grow scarcer. Yet campuses
have added layers of unnecessary administrative bureaucracy and offered student
services more akin to spas than institutions of learning”. Dr. Hanson’s books and
papers are available through his website:
www.victorhanson.com.
We feel fortunate to be able to offer such
a fine program at our VC COLAB 2nd
Annual meeting.

Board of Directors
Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Chairman

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Rita Graham, Jensen Design & Survey | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Director

Dennis Kuttler, Lowthrop Richards Attorneys | Treasurer/Director

Kenneth High, NCHC Attorneys | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary/Executive Director

Kioren Moss, Moss & Associates | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Director

Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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Ventura County COLAB Important Links:

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Timeline

Ventura County COLAB Website:

www.colabvc.org

Santa Barbara COLAB Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
Cal Chronicle: www.calchronicle.com - online Newspaper
COLAB Santa Barbara and San Luis Counties
Santa Barbara COLAB: October Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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