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Ventura County AG COMMISSIONER

A Delicate Balance of Promotion and Regulation
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
Henry Gonzales is
starting his second,
four year term as
Ventura County Agricultural
Commissioner (VCAC) and is
just beginning to hit
his stride. In a recent
interview at his office
at the Camarillo
Airport, it was evident
that he is comfortable in his surroundings,
even with the constant pressures of balancing a mission that includes protecting
and promoting agriculture while ensuring
the welfare of the public, the industry and
the environment. In other words, this one
person must be a
regulator, a liaison
with the public, a
friend to agriculture
and an environmental advocate, all at the
same time.
The diversity of the many duties that are
thrust upon his office in any one month is
truly mind boggling. And the reason why it
works is an important story that needs to be
understood and copied by other regulatory
agencies.
As a rule, AG Commissioners become scientists as they work their way up through
numerous positions, while maintaining perspective with real life connections to the
industry they regulate. In Henry’s case, he
began his career as a farm worker in Salinas
while attending junior high school.
Education is critical with the requirement of
a four year natural science degree followed

by intensive training and the passing of 5
state exams to become a licensed Agricultural Inspector/Biologist (AIB). Then it takes
roughly 5 more years of training to become
a Senior AIB. To become an AG Commissioner, one must also progress through
Deputy and Chief Deputy. The position
requires leadership, the ability to manage
people and budgets and to maintain a high
level of professionalism. The VCAC has a
staff of 60 employees and manages a $4
million budget.
The VCAC is appointed by the Board of Supervisors but the budget is funded roughly
50% through various US and CA agricultural
departments, 25% from the Ventura County
General Fund and 25% by the industry
through inspection fees.
VCAC staff oversees the
County’s $1.9 billion
agriculture
industry
enforcing
constantly
changing pesticide use
restrictions, pest detection through inspections, quality control and permit compliance, organic certification enforcement and
compiling countywide annual crop statistics.
The VCAC manages and provides staff for
the Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee
(APAC), a group of five agricultural advisors,
each appointed by a County Supervisor.
The VCAC also had a full-time Agricultural
Planner position until recently. On July 13,
2010, an action by the Board of Supervisors, led by Supervisor Steve Bennett
after closing the public comment period,
removed the responsibility of reviewing
(continued on page 2)
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CoLAB 2013
**Annual Meeting**
On October 17th, Colab Ventura County
conducted its 3rd Annual Meeting with
many reasons to celebrate! Our slate of
Board Members were approved, most
of whom were present to enjoy the festivities. Wine and beer were hosted and
over 200 members and guests were enthusiastic about our accomplishments
while anticipating a new year full of
exciting challenges.

On a high note, Board Chair, Tim Cohen
opened the meeting with rousing
remarks on why we were formed. This
was followed by a personal and moving
testimony by Matt Freeman, General
Manager of Camulos Ranch. Matt told
the story of how CoLAB helped fight
the County’s Piru “Commuter” Bike
Path project, against great odds, which
had been approved for construction
in March of this year. While Camulos
spent 6 figures on attorneys to stop this
intrusion into farmland, he described
the farming community’s “circling the
wagons” to expose the negative impacts
to the Piru community, public health
and safety and the agricultural operation. Common sense prevailed!
Executive Director, Lynn Jensen, spoke
(continued on page 2)
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County planning projects for impacts to agricultural soils from the VCAC in the Ventura
Administrative Supplement to CEQA. This
action was largely due to differences in
interpretation of the Initial Study Guidelines between Planning and the VCAC. In a
county that has 96,000 acres of cultivated
agriculture it is important that the agricultural experts, both VCAC and APAC, weigh in
on county projects.
Agriculture is a business and land use decisions must support the realities of not only
growing food but packing, preliminary processing, storage, and transport of products.
In addition, decisions must allow housing
for generations of families and farmworkers
who provide the working landscapes that
the rest of us enjoy. This is the unique character of our County - families with generations of expertise willing to work, live, and
love agriculture.
The VCAC’s Office is critical to the continuing success of agriculture in the county. As
an example, in the recent project to build
the Phase III Piru bike path, the County
approved construction using a 13 year old
CEQA document, no APAC review and no
notice to the VCAC. Was it not for CoLAB
watching the Board of Supervisor’s agendas
and an invitation from Supervisor Peter
Foy for Henry to voice his concerns, this
pathway through an intensive strawberry
field would have been built with NO input
from the County’s agricultural expert.
In spite of the dollars and time the County
had committed to the bike path project,
Henry Gonzales stood up at the Board of
Supervisors and told the truth about the potential for pesticide exposure to unsuspecting trail users based on his long experience
as an agricultural expert. His courageous
testimony could not be ignored, even when
it meant giving up federal grant money.
Another example was the 2013 VCAC investigation of a serious complaint by a Somis
neighborhood against Marz Farms, a berry
grower, for potential pesticide overspray.
Under intense pressure by the Board of Supervisors, the VCAC’s Office completed a
thorough report detailing the evidence and
concluding that Marz had followed their
legal requirements in pesticide applications
regarding drift. This objective process is
critical to both agriculture and the communities within in the urban interface.
In fact, almost a quarter of the VCAC staff
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time is devoted to pesticide use enforcement which controls pesticide applications
with 20 licensed AIBs who work to protect
crops, the public and farmworkers.
On the other side, our interview revealed
complicated pest control measures that
are critical to the production of food. Surprisingly, almost $2 million are annually
spent on the inspection and eradication of
one pest, the glassy-winged sharpshooter (shown below). This pest is hosted by
hundreds of nursery plants, feeding primarily on citrus but infecting grapevines with
Pierce’s Disease.

The sophisticated inspection and eradication program insures that our nursery plants
are safe to ship to other counties.
A common misconception with farming is
the idea that crops can be produced commercially without pest control. Insects
evolve rapidly, change their habits and
vary in numbers from season to season.
However, due to better technologies, less
toxic pesticides and more efficient fertilizing methods are used today than even a
decade ago.
On that note, Henry is committed to a regulatory approach that does not treat all operations alike. “Agriculture has been successful in Ventura County because it is dynamic
and evolving.” The crops and farming practices continue to change in response to
markets, resource and environmental pressures and federal and state regulations.
“There is no one type of agriculture and
there is room for all: conventional, organic,
sustainable - a diversity of systems.”
Under Henry’s management, the VCAC
office balances the need for regulation
with the importance of the overall health
of the industry. This should be a model for
other county agencies. Our county is fortunate to have such a man of character and
experience supporting this most important
industry.
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about our brand new VC CoLAB Foundation, a 501 (c)3 charitable entity that
can receive grants from foundations and
trusts. Foundation funding can be used
for “public education” and “to lessen the
burdens of government” according to the
allowed federal charitable purposes. We
certainly fit that description!

Our distinguished speaker, Dr. Bill
Watkins a notable
economist at Cal
Lutheran University,
spoke about federal
monetary
policy
and his signature
acronym DURT: to
describe the Delay,
Uncertainty, Regulation and Taxes that
are perpetuated by public agencies to
upend progress. CoLAB has had first-hand
experience with these practices in our
local government and has been working
on solutions to limit the consequences to
our membership.
At the end of the evening, with a heavy
heart, our President, Bud Sloan, closed
the meeting in the memory of Thomas
Francis McGrath. Tom was a member
of Rancheros Vistadores and Adolfo,
a farmer and rancher who supported
numerous community organizations including ColAB and an agricultural leader.
Mostly, he was a great friend and family
man who will surely be missed by all.
Calendar

Nov. 7: Ventura River Watershed Council
8:30 am to 12:00 pm
Library Topping Room, 651 Main St.,
Ventura
Nov. 12: Resource Conservation District
Annual Award Luncheon
11:30 am to 1:30 pm
Crown Plaza Hotel, Ventura
RSVP to the RCD
Nov. 18: City of Ventura Council Meeting
6 :00 pm - see agenda
Ventura City Hall
New In-Lieu Fee Ordinance
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Ventura River Watershed Council - A Worthy Endeavour

holder categories: Government, Water and
Sanitary, Land management/Recreation, Environmental Groups, Business/Landowner.
In 2013, CoLAB petitioned and was accepted
as a member of the Business/Landowner
group of the Leadership Committee.
Some may wonder why a business advocacy
organization like CoLAB would participate in
a group that is focused on a watershed. The
answer is simple and is summed up in our
letter to the Council in May.

The Ventura River Watershed Council
(VCWC) was formed in 2006 to help develop
an integrated regional water management
plan (IRWMP) for the Ventura River watershed. This is a prerequisite to get water
bond funding from State Propositions for
water projects. To date the Council has
procured over $4 million in funding for
projects including hydrology modeling,
groundwater recharge, water demand reduction, ecosystem restoration and the biodigester feasibility study.
In 2011, a California Dept. of Conservation
grant provided funding for a watershed coordinator position with a key objective to
develop a Watershed Management Plan.
Lorraine Walter, was hired and the Ojai

Valley Land Conservancy hosts this staff
position in their Ojai office.
The mission is “To facilitate and support
efforts by individuals, agencies, and organizations to maintain and improve the health
and sustainability of the Ventura River watershed for the benefit of the people and
ecosystems that depend upon it.”
The Council meets 10 days a year to collaborate, educate, identify and prioritize
opportunities and ultimately promote and
seek funding for worthy projects. In 2012,
a Governance Charter created a Leadership Committee to establish and balance
the perspectives and interests of voting
participants. This committee consists of at
least 17 members representing five stake-

We support healthy ecosystems in the
Ventura River through the funding of infrastructure projects rather than the creation
of more overlapping and conflicting layers
of regulation. We believe that some regulations have actually made environmental solutions more difficult and expensive.
We are currently working with the Horse
and Livestock Watershed Alliance, Cattlemens Assoc. and Resource Conservation
District, on Waivers to Regional Water Board
requirements that we hope will preserve
these historic lifestyles in the Ojai Valley.
Our members care deeply about the land
and the environment and represent thousands of acres of stewardship in the watershed. We are engaged as we look for environmental improvements based on sound
science and engineering.

Officers and Board of Directors
Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Chairman

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Director

John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Vice Chairman

Kenneth High, LRMMT Attorneys | Director

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President
Patrick Loughman, LRMMT Attorneys | Director
Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary / Executive Director
Kioren Moss, Moss & Associates | Director
Moira Barron | Treasurer
Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Director

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director
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CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:
COLAB Ventura County Website:
Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

www.colabvc.org

COLAB Santa Barbara County Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County: November 2013 Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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