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Wolves: cont. from Page 1)
Government Clothing”, which was shown
to a packed room at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel the night before the hearing. The
screening included the opportunity for
dialogue with Spady and County Supervi-
sor Peter Foy.

The film, produced by Americans For
Prosperity, vividly shows the consequenc-
es, to livestock and native wildlife popula-
tions, of federal wolf introduction practic-
es in several western states. According to
promotion materials the film is: “one man
exploring the consequences of mixing an
apex predator with civilization.”

Wolves rapidly reproduce and prey on
livestock, reducing the weight of cattle
herds just by their presence. They are
known for hunting in packs for sport; the
film shows the devastation of 176 sheep
killed in one night in Idaho.

While the CA Department of Fish and
Wildlife is only considering whether to
support a CA listing, the petitioners are
calling for “relocation of wolves to Califor-
nia if they are not established naturally*.
The Department’s evaluation states that
“the Petition on its face does not include
sufficient information, scientifically or
otherwise, to indicate that the petitioned
action may be warranted”. But the Depart-
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ment does believe that “California may
include suitable habitat to sustain a popu-
lation of wolves” and that “their primary
habitat requirements include ungulate
(hoofed) prey and water.”

On the potential consequences to Califor-
nia wildlife populations, the Department’s
evaluation finds that: “Wolves are known
to prey mainly on elk and deer. California
elk populations are much smaller than
those in states with current gray wolf pop-
ulations, leaving mule deer as the most
likely prey species for wolves in California.
However, California’'s deer populations
are considered to be near their lowest
numbers since the early 1900’s.”

According to the Mule Deer Foundation,
(MDF) the “United States Fish & Wildlife
Service (FWS) determined that recovery
of the northern gray wolf was dependent
on the establishment of 30 or more well
distributed breeding pairs and 300 indi-
vidual wolves in western Montana, central
Idaho and in Wyoming for three successive
years. Wolf population estimates in 2008
indicate a population of 1500 animals and
approximately 100 breeding pairs” In
1994, before the wolves were introduced,
the elk population of Yellowstone Park
was 19,000. In 2013, aerial surveys show
it has been reduced by 80% to 3,915.
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In 2007, FWS delisted the northern gray
wolf. However, the delisting is tied up in
lawsuits by environmental organizations
who “agreed with the recovery objec-
tives when they were established” MDF
believes these lawsuits “further polarize
interest groups, eliminate trust and make
it almost impossible to build consensus on
future wildlife issues.”

In making the film “Wolves In Govern-
ment Clothing”, Spady says he “traveled to
states impacted by misguided government
programs that force wolves into settled
areas, to hear from the victims of both
predators from the wild, and from govern-
ment agencies.” The film shows how envi-
ronmental extremism in combination with
imprudent government policies subject
innocent wild and domestic species to di-
sastrous consequences.

What is missing in the environmental
analysis is that humans are a species and
a fundamental part of the ecosystem. We
must protect our children, livestock and
existing elk and deer herds from preda-
tion. The federal government has shown
no accountability for management of its
wolf program, the recovery limits they set
or the promise of delisting when recov-
ered. We should not be fooled again by the
wolves in government clothing.
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CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:

COLAB Ventura County Website: www.colabvc.org

Do you Like this Newsletter? COLAB Santa Barbara County Website: www.colabsbc.org

Not a Member? Please join us!

Its easy - Online! Only $100/year

Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook ] Page
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P.O. Box 4237, Ventura, CA 93007
COLAB Email: membership@colabvc.org
Ventura County www.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FORM

| would like to apply for an Active Membership at the following level:
___$100 Individual - Promote economic vitality and individual rights in Ventura County
____$§500 Business - Promote the common business interests of VC COLAB Members
___$1,000 Gold - Further our efforts to monitor, educate and represent our common business interests
___$1,500 Platinum - Support ongoing research to challenge harmful and unreasonable regulation
___$2,500 Black - Advance legal and administrative action for the mutual benefit of VC COLAB members
___$5,000 Benefactor - Let’s make a difference in the business climate of Ventura County

Please accept my membership fee of: S
[]In addition | would like to contribute: S
Total contribution payable to VC COLAB, Inc. S

Print this form and send with a check to the P.O. Box or contribute online with PayPal

Individual or Representative (for voting
Name of Business

Address

City State Zip
Telephone
Email Address
Occupation

How did you hear about us?
Reason(s) for applying for membership:
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http://www.pacificlegal.org/page.aspx?pid=616
http://www.colabvc.org/membership/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ventura-County-Colab-Coalition-of-Labor-Agriculture-and-Business/147846488594486

