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City of Oxnard - GREAT Water Program

A Win-Win Solution with No Time To Waste
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
Due to the vision attributed to former
Public Works Director Ken Ortega, the City
of Oxnard is poised to be a major part of the
solution to the county water crisis through
their GREAT “Ground Water Recovery Enhancement and Treatment” Program. At
completion the project could contribute
28,000 acre feet per year of new water
supply to our drought stricken county. The
problem is that time, and therefore opportunity is slipping away.
A ribbon cutting for the first phase of the
recycled water plant (Advanced Water Purification Facility) was held in October of
2012. However, an
agreement with potential
agricultural
users is stalled and
necessary transmission lines are yet to be completed. These
pipelines are projected to take two years to
design and build. Meanwhile, the County is
in its third year of drought and 7,000 acre
feet per year (AFY) of water, that could be
recycled from effluent, has nowhere to go.
So the $100 million plant sits idle.

last June explicitly to support the GREAT
Program, and includes the following goals:
•

Approximately 7,000 Acre Feet per
Year (AFY) of new water supplies for
the region;

•

Recycled water would replace groundwater pumping in the Oxnard Plain
and Pleasant Valley subbasins, which
are difficult to recharge and subject to
seawater intrusion;

•

An overall increase in groundwater
recharge; and

•

A shift of pumping to the Forebay,
which is readily recharged.

However, since June,
drought conditions have
worsened
prompting
the GMA to draft Emergency Ordinance “E”
which was presented to a “standing room
only” crowd at its February 26th board
meeting. With rain beginning to fall outside
the County Government Center and a huge
storm threatening, 19 speakers presented
their arguments including water districts,
attorneys, city staff, politicians and growers.

Expected implementation of the GREAT
Program is described in a 2013 Resolution by the Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency (GMA). The GMA was
created in 1982 to preserve and manage
the Fox Canyon aquifers. These aquifers
supply water to the Cities of Oxnard,
Port Hueneme, Camarillo, Moorpark and
Ventura in addition to several unincorporated communities and thousands of acres
of farmland (See map on page 2).

The proposed ordinance provisions include
a reduction in pumping allocations of 10%
to 20%, for six months to a year, depending
on type of user. Considering that agriculture
is an annual $2 billion industry in Ventura
County, even a 10% pumping reduction
could cause a $200 million hit to the local
economy. It is critical that new supply side
projects such as the Great Program be supported and implemented quickly. Potential
agricultural users estimate that there could

This resolution was passed by the GMA

(continued on page 2)
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BUD SLOAN, DVM
CoLAB President and
ENTERTAINER IN CHIEF
Thank you to all who attended our
fabulous membership event at Marz
Farms last month. What an amazing
venue, thanks to the Martinez brothers!
The attendance was over 150 in spite of
the rainy weather.
It was a huge success, increasing our
membership to 350 including many
very generous donations. If you picked
up a membership card at the event,
please take the time to send it in and
JOIN US! Our economic future in the
County depends on whether we “stepup” and get involved in local decisions,
questioning the assumptions they are
based on.
Bud Sloan provided the entertainment
for the evening, presenting his version
of a power-point show using a delightful set of flip chart drawings that he
sketched himself (see page 3) to tell the
CoLAB story.
Adapted from the speech by Matt
Freeman of Camulos Ranch at our
(continued on page 3)
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be 2,000 jobs ultimately at stake if solutions
are not expedited.
The ordinance stipulates that pumpers will
be limited to 80% or 90% of their calendar
2013 usage. No conservation credits can be
used during the emergency period to avoid
extraction surcharges. This prompted much
dialogue at the GMA board meeting as the
main pillar of the GMA Resolution was their
commitment to provide the City of Oxnard
with one AF of Recycled Water Pumping
Allocation (RWPA) for each AF of recycled
water that replaces Fox Canyon groundwater pumping.
Rob Saperstein, Attorney representing the
City of Oxnard, was concerned about the
impact of the ordinance on the City’s historical allocations and the delivery agreement.
Lynn Maulhardt, Chairman of the GMA
Board, made clear that the city’s RWPA’s are
“gold coins”, not conservation credits and
would not be subject to this ordinance.
As such, RWPA could replace expensive
Metropolitan Water District purchases
(roughly $1,500 per AF), which currently
account for roughly 25% of Oxnard’s water
supply. In addition to increased allocations,
the City can directly use 1,000 AF/Y of the
recycled water for non-potable irrigation of
its golf courses, parks and greenbelts.
Tim Flynn, Mayor of Oxnard, spoke as the
“Ambassador of Goodwill” pledging an
interest in regional issues to keep farming
sustainable. He proposed a new partnership
between water agencies, the GMA and the
City to turn a “grim situation into a positive
one”. When asked by GMA Board member
David Borchard when the water would be
produced, Mayor Flynn replied that they
were scheduled to produce in August but
he had major misgivings about the agreement and was hoping to conclude negotiations in the next couple of months.
The proposed agreement includes United
Water Conservation District and Pleasant
Valley County Water District, the two largest
agricultural water purveyors in Ventura
County. The agreement also includes three
agricultural growers who would take considerable risk, committing to purchase a
set amount of water at a premium price,
hoping to be profitable in an ever-changing
marketplace.
GREAT water is subject to advanced purification treatment and will be of very high

quality, but it is not yet considered potable
by state regulation. That may change in the
future.

Without that infrastructure, many of us
would not be living or farming in Ventura
County.

The best immediate use is to deliver the
recycled water to agriculture in lieu of
pumping the over-drafted aquifers (shown
above). We see this as win-win for all
parties including the City. The agreement
would put 7,000 AF of new water into the
overall supply during the most critical time.
The City of Oxnard would receive money
from the sale of the recycled water in the
short term and save the $1500/AF cost of
Metropolitan water in the long term. The
aquifers would benefit from less pumping
and the agricultural users would have a new
reliable source of water that would otherwise be discharged to the ocean.

We cannot afford to waste more time and
money on studies, bureaucracy and regulation. The problem is well defined. Now we
need to work together on real solutions.
Inaction is not an option. This is truly a
GREAT Program and it is time for politicians,
agencies and industry to get together and
collaborate for the benefit of all.

This is a holistic solution that would benefit
the City economically and preserve their
adjacent agricultural job base. In addition,
if acted on quickly during the emergency drought situation, Federal and State
funds could be available for “shovel ready”
projects such as building the conveyance
pipelines. We cannot let this opportunity go
to waste.
When it comes to new water sources, alternatives are always controversial and expensive. However, the future of our local
economy and the standard of living here
will depend to a large part on our investment in water infrastructure. Think about
the sacrifices that were made by our predecessors who built the existing reservoir and
aqueduct systems that we take for granted.
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Calendar
Mar. 6: Saticoy Area Plan Workshop
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
County Govt. Center, BOS Boardroom
(9:30 am to 12:00 pm bus tour)
Mar. 13 Ventura River Watershed Council
9:30 to 11:30 am - Clean Water TAC
Ojai Valley San Dist., 1072 Tico Rd., Ojai
Mar. 14: Ventura River Watershed Council
8:30 to 10:00 am - Sufficient Water TAC
Ventura City Hall
Mar. 14: Fox Canyon GMA Board Meeting
1:00 pm - ?
County of Ventura BOS Boardroom
Mar. 18: CWA Monthly Meeting
12:00 to 1:30 pm - Lynn Jensen / Grading
669 County Square Dr., #100
Mar. 18: VC Cattlemen’s Association
6:30 to 8:30 pm - Dr. Ken Tate / UC Davis
Esper Petersen Ranch - RSVP to VCCA

Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business

Volume 4, Issue #3, March 2014

Entertainment: cont. from Page 1)

annual meeting last October, Matt described the feeling of isolation when
faced with a County project that would
have caused serious consequences to
their family farming operation.
Many businesses feel that they are the
only ones with difficulties maneuvering
through the many hoops of government
bureaucracy. With CoLAB we are not
alone as we “CIRCLE THE WAGONS”.

VICTORY!!!
Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

Richard Atmore, R.A. Atmore | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary / Executive Director

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorpe-Richards | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Director Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:
COLAB Ventura County Website:
Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

www.colabvc.org

COLAB Santa Barbara County Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County: March 2014 Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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