Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business

Volume 4, Issue #1, January 2014

Newsletter

California AG Producers Cooperate to
Fight Overregulation
Exciting News!
CoLAB Ventura County was recently
featured in the following article in
national BEEF MAGAZINE, reprinted
here with permission:
Nov. 21, 2013
Burt Rutherford : Senior Editor
An organization called the Coalition of
Labor, Agriculture and Business Organization (CoLAB) serves as “boots on the
ground” for ag producers and businesses in
a California county.
It began out of frustration. In just three
years, however, it has channeled frustration into effectiveness for ag producers
and other businesses in Ventura County,
CA, as they deal with
a crushing load of
local regulations that
threaten to put them
out of business.
And the sparkplug
behind it is Bud Sloan, a veterinarian who
returned to his ranching roots and wants his
grandsons to have the same opportunity.
Sloan served a term as second vice president for the California Cattlemen’s Association and was on the program at a meeting
where he heard a presentation from the
Santa Barbara CoLAB, which stands for Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business.
“I was there to speak, but I got the better
end of the deal because it gave me the
idea that this could be an organization that
fills a niche that no other organization was
filling, especially on regulatory and land use
issues.”

The southern border of Ventura County
butts up to Los Angeles County. You
wouldn’t think a coastal county in California that close to huge metro area like Los
Angeles would support ag production.
However, agriculture in Ventura County is
a $2 billion economic engine that supports
many other businesses, and creates 35,000
jobs as they supply the goods and services
to ranchers and a remarkable variety of
field and tree crops.
However, as the affluent of L.A. gravitated to more rural areas to escape urban
problems, Ventura County changed. “As
they came out here, they saw the open
spaces and they wanted to keep it that
way,” Sloan says.
How they’ve gone
about it, however, has
a downside effect, by
creating a crushing
regulatory
environment that makes it
nearly impossible for ag producers to stay
in business.
Strawberry fields forever
“Our Ventura County CoLAB actually started
out of frustration,” says Sloan, who serves
as the group’s president. “It was frustration
with our county government and the pressures they were putting on us.”
Among those pressures was a county ordinance called SOAR – Save our Agricultural
Resources. Judging by the name, Sloan says
the ordinance seemed positive. Instead,
what it did was give county planners
complete authority over any land use
decision made anywhere in the county.
(continued on page 2)
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Mandatory Spay/Neuter
Law Adopted in Ventura County

By: Lynn Gray Jensen
Statistics aside, the Ventura County Board
of Supervisors voted 4-1 to approve a law
that mandates surgery for all dogs and cats
at or before six months of age in unincorporated areas.
Eight proponents of the new rules testified to the Board at a three hour hearing
on December 10th, providing no evidence
that mandatory spay/neuter (MSN) laws
have been effective in any jurisdiction to
reduce shelter intakes or lower euthanasia rates. In fact, they were outnumbered
more than 2-1 by their opponents, who
systematically showed how similar laws
have failed across the Country, increasing
shelter budgets, decreasing the percentage of licences and in some cases leading
to outbreaks of rabies.
Donna Gillespe, Interim Director of the
Ventura County Animal Shelter (VCAS),
called a similar law “successful” in Los
Angeles. However, when questioned by Supervisor Parks, “as a result of spay/neuter
were there less unwanted puppies being
turned in,” there were no statistics to back
up the claim.
MSN laws have been shown to drive up
shelter budgets because they must be
enforced indiscriminately, diverting critical
(continued on page 2)
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“If you changed the intensification of the
land in any way, you had to go before the
population with a special election that
you paid for,” Sloan explains. “Whether
it was unintended consequences or not,
it put pressure on agriculture, whether it
was cattle, strawberries, row crops, tree
farming, whatever. It narrowed us with biological constraints.”
No longer could a cattleman clear brush
from his pastures, or a strawberry farmer
improve the productivity of his fields. “It essentially turned a $50,000 equipment shed
into a $500,000 project,” Sloan says.
That’s when the rub between Ventura
County’s ag and urban communities
became glaringly evident. “Ranching and
farming is a business. It’s not someone’s
view shed, it’s not someone’s open space;
it’s somebody’s property that they’re trying
to make a living on,” he says.
And that’s when the newly formed CoLAB
went to work. “We went to battle with the
planning department,” Sloan says. “We
found 21 points we felt were critical. Over
about a six-month period, at a cost of about
$115,000 for biologists and attorneys, we
won 19 of the 21 points.”
They won, he says, with science, logic and
using the law to their advantage. “And
that’s been our motto ever since. We want
to do things on an up-and-up way. No
backroom politics. It’s a matter of presenting the data, presenting the legal ramifications and how it will affect the economy of
Ventura County.” And they’re non-partisan.
“We leave our politics at the door and we
talk about the issues.”
Regulation happens
In its three short years, the effort has
notched several successes by being pragmatic, says Lynn Jensen, Ventura County
CoLAB executive director, and by recognizing that often a victory is negotiating reasonable regulations.
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“I think one of the reasons we’re successful is we have partners in everything we
do,” she says. Many of the ag commodities
have county organizations, but those groups
don’t have the resources individually to
fight the county. Pooling resources through
CoLAB, they do. Then, she says, they do
their homework, understand the details,
and come prepared.

Bringing it home

“We get into the details with our partners,
and we try to negotiate regulations so
they’re reasonable and don’t put cattlemen out of business,” she says. “There’s an
economic impact to all these regulations,
and I think sometimes they don’t recognize
that it’s the successful businesses that pay
for all this government.”

He uses himself as an example. “What I
did for the last 30 years was keep my head
down and try to dodge the bullets coming
at me,” Sloan says. ”I didn’t want to get
involved, and I don’t want to now. But I
realize I have to.”

Beyond that, Jensen keeps a high profile.
“I monitor the county Board of Supervisors
(county commissioners) every week. And
I attend a huge number of meetings of different groups that are trying to promote
certain agendas. And in some cases, they
don’t recognize they’re being detrimental
to certain businesses and that a lot of times,
there’s no real reason (for the regulations
they’re trying to push). We can work it out.”
Ventura County CoLAB is a membership organization and the money comes from dues
and fundraisers. “We have 300 members
throughout Ventura County,” Sloan says,
“and there are another 1,000 out there who
are in agriculture and don’t know we’re
here yet.” About 85% of the membership is
ag producers, Jensen says, but as the name
suggests, the group works on any issue that
affects jobs and the business environment
in the county.
Now that they’ve established themselves as
a reputable, straightforward and a formidable player in the county regulatory bureaucracy, Ventura County CoLAB is working to
increase its profile throughout the county,
with rural and urban residents alike.
According to Sloan, their outreach program
includes newspaper op-eds and programs
at service clubs, such as Kiwanis and Rotary.
The goal is to educate and inform.
“City folks tend to not understand the difficulties of agriculture,” Sloan says. “It’s the
same story over and over again; we have to
educate them, we have to bring the science
to them, we have to bring the law to them,
and hopefully we will prevail,” he says. “Unfortunately, we’re about 15 years behind the
forces that are after us. We’re catching up
fast, but it’s been a real struggle.”

2

Sloan and Jensen say the CoLAB concept
can work in any county where agriculture is
facing an increasingly urban and regulationhappy government. “It just takes the will
to do it,” Sloan says. “If you have the will,
and frustration is what you’re thinking when
walking through the doors of that county
administrative office, then it’s time.”

He’s the third generation of his family to
operate the ranch, which dates back to a
Spanish land grant. The fourth and fifth generations are living on the ranch.
“I’ve got grandsons who are 10 years
old, and they got two cows in their cattle
company,” he says. “If I don’t do this now,
if our generation and the generation right
behind us don’t get involved, we’re going
to have to accept what’s coming down the
pike, and we may not be here to carry on.”

Click Here to Subscribe to Beef Magazine
(Spay/Neuter: cont. from Page 1)

resources to investigate neighbor complaints solely for having an intact animal.
And, opponent Nancy Rappaport testified
that all major dog organizations including
the American Veterinary Medicine Association (AVMA), Humane Society (HSUS)
and American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) have changed
their outlook, now opposing MSN for
private animals.
The proponent’s speeches represented the
shelter situation as a crisis, needing to be
“no-kill” with the proposed new rules being
“imperfect” tools to reach the goal. Dr.
Heather Skogerson, the shelter’s managing
veterinarian, called the ordinance “one
more little tool”.
Dr. Lowell Novy (DVM), a local hero in the
shelter world, provides low-cost spay/
neuter in Simi Valley, recently providing
weekly services to Oxnard. He reported performing over “50,000 spays and neuters”.
Both sides are in agreement that this is the
solution.
(continued on page 3)
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VCTC Authorizes RFP for
SPBL Recreational Trail
On December 6th. the Ventura County
Transportation Commission (VCTC) voted
to approve two actions with respect to the
Santa Paula Branch Line (SPBL) Recreational
Trail which, as proposed, would run alongside the railroad track crossing through 20
miles of prime farmland from Montalvo to
the L.A. -Ventura County Line.
The actions were: 1) to designate the SPBL
Advisory Committee as the policy subcommittee to oversee all work on the trail and
2) to authorize staff to develop a Request
for Proposal for a consultant to update the
Master Plan and EIR and to re-engage the
agricultural community in the trail planning
process.
The SPBL was purchased in 1995 for $8.5
million (generally a 100’ wide ROW) and the
Master Plan and EIR were adopted in 2000.
In February of 2000, an agreement was
signed between agricultural land owners
and VCTC to preclude construction of trail
between Montalvo and Piru. The agreement is set to expire in February of 2015.
The staff report points out that new “food
production regulation” was not addressed
in the EIR and compatibility issues between
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land uses “lingers as a large question”.
Lynn Jensen testified about the inadequacy
of the EIR which contains conflicting mitigation measures. Also, according to the
County Zoning Ordinance, all “Recreational
Projects - County initiated” require a Conditional Use Permit which were omitted on
current trail segments. CUPs are reviewed
by all agencies, have a time limit and have
conditions for design and operation.
We are in the planning and research stage
on the regional project segments and will
continue to advocate on behalf of our
members with respect to pertinent issues.
(Spay/Neuter: cont. from Page 2)

In his conclusion, Dr. Novi said “this piece of
legislation gives us that tool that we might
get this thing down to a no-kill”.
However, the 17 opponents who spoke did
not agree that this was just a “little tool”,
rather describing the set of punitive rules
allowing inappropriate intrusion by government into the relationship between
owners/breeders and their animals.
And the rules are quite unpopular with the
public according to opponent Pam Bradley,
who revealed results of a VC Star online poll
where an overwhelming 74% were against
MSN and only 24% in favor.

Opponents included local breeders, representatives of the American Kennel Club,
Dog and Cat Fanciers, Dr. Janet McNeil (a
local veterinarian), several individual dog
and cat owners and Lynn Jensen of CoLAB.
While CoLAB could not find a reason “why”
to pass such rules, Supv. Bennett had the
“why not” approach, questioning opponents about possible negative consequences. Owners and breeders already pay $70 in
annual license fees for each intact animal.
New breeder permits will add another $100
per animal per year. It is apparent that most
owners and breeders do not want government to regulate such personal choices, especially when there is no record of success.
In the final deliberations, only Supervisor
Foy opposed the new rules, citing the lack
of “convincing evidence that this is a tool”.
Instead, he likes to see “incentive based”
policies.
We echo Supv. Foy’s opinion on this issue
and believe that regulation is not effective
when it drives a wedge between agencies
and those who have a stake in the outcome.
The CoLAB organization is willing to help
work out an effective solution to take to the
cities which we believe must focus on both
public and private funding of low cost spay/
neuter services, media and education.

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

Don Bowden, Reiter Affiliated | Director
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Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director
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Patrick Loughman, Lowthorpe-Richards | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Director Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director

3

Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business

Volume 4, Issue #1, January 2014

Venturra County Coalition of Labor,, Agriculture and Business

Volum
me I, Issue #6,, November 20
011

CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:
COLAB Ventura County Website:
Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

www.colabvc.org

COLAB Santa Barbara County Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County: January 2014 Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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