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CoLAB VENTURA COUNTY LAUNCHES
“300 to 600” MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
As CoLAB Ventura County gathers steam in
our fourth operating year, we are launching
a campaign to double our membership from
“300 to 600”. We are asking for your help
in this important step forward to expand
our influence in support of our mission: To
preserve and promote
a healthy and expanding economic base in
Ventura County.
CoLAB recognizes that
regulation is necessary. However, we are
promoting a new breed of cooperation, in
which governmental agency staff works
with stakeholders and technical experts
to prevent the adoption of unnecessary
and damaging rules. We aim to eliminate
harmful regulations that have no significant
benefit to the public.

bike path to nowhere” that would have inflicted great harm to their 900 acre farming
business. After contacting CoLAB and
gaining an understanding of the process,
the experience was one of “circling the
wagons” as the community came together.
CoLAB brought to light many flaws in the
design and implementation plans which
enabled a critical reevaluation
of
the
project.
A huge thanks to Marz Farms for hosting
the kick-off event of our “300 to 600”
campaign. The festivities will include great
food prepared by a local chef; beer and
wine; and fresh berries and carne asada
compliments of Marz Farms. Members,
guests and prospective members are
welcome with an RSVP.

In our first three years we have concentrated our efforts on consistent
monitoring of local governmental agencies, researching regulatory issues, submitting comments,
speaking at public hearings, educating and proposing solutions. Our
monthly newsletter provides updates
on pressing issues we are pursuing.

Reflections on the Ventura
County Water Crisis
At the recent meeting of the Santa Clara
Watershed Committee, United Water Conservation District (UWCD) Groundwater
Manager, Tony Morgan, made a presentation relevant to the current water crisis.
There was little good news as the County
plunges into its third season of drought
with no sign of relief in the predictions of
rainfall.
UWCD operates the Freeman Diversion in
the Lower Santa Clara River to divert water
to aquifers in the Oxnard Forebay Basin
through the Saticoy spreading grounds. In
normal years, water is diverted during high
flows to replenish groundwater supply
and prevent saltwater intrusion into the
Oxnard Plain Basin. Tony presented the following map showing groundwater wells for
January 2014 in the Oxnard Forebay and

Now is the appropriate time to ask
those who benefit from our hard
work to become a part of the CoLAB
community.
As new member, Matt Freeman of
Camulos Ranch, aptly expressed at
our 2013 Annual Meeting: “we had
a feeling of isolation when facing
the County proposed million dollar
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Letter)
• FRACKING: Supporting reasonable regulation of hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) for
oil and gas that will continue to prevent environmental pollution while supporting the
job-creation and economic benefits of oil
and gas production. (FRK Comment Letter)
• CITY OF VENTURA IN-LIEU WATER FEE:
Questioned the data in a report prepared to
justify new fees on developers to pay for a
poorly described plan to develop new water
sources. (In- Lieu Fee Comment Letter)
• VENTURA RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL:
Participating in meetings as a stakeholder
for watershed planning in the Ventura River
watershed representing local businesses
and landowners.

Social time to catch up with friends and
make new contacts will be followed by a
few remarks by our President, Bud Sloan;
Executive Director, Lynn Jensen; and newly
elected Board Chair, John Hecht.

UWCD characterizes the severity of the
drought by the amount of available storage
(AS) left in the Forebay Basin (see graph).

• MANDATORY SPAY/NEUTER ORDINANCE:
Supporting local breeders and animal
owners, researching the track record of an
invasive set of rules that require surgery for
all dogs and cats at 6 months of age. (MSN
Comment Letter)

The broad range of regulatory issues we
have tackled in the past year reflects the increasing impact that locally-proposed rules
have on our businesses and livelihoods:

• UNITED WATER FISH LADDER: Supporting
a cost-effective solution for constructing a
fish ladder, granting increased water rights
and a 50 year permit to operate the diversion for the benefit of agriculture, drinking
water and covered species. (CDC Comment
Letter)

• TMDL: Worked with the L.A. Regional and
State Water Quality Control Boards to insert
reasonable language into regulations that
threaten age-old traditions of horsemanship and cattle ranching in Ojai and Ventura.
(State WQCB Comment Letter)

This core body of work reflects our careful
analysis of the complicated issues we
tackled in just one year. In addition we
attend numerous meetings, circulating the
county with our ears to the ground in anticipation of what will come next!

• LAFCO: Testified to the Local Agency Formation Commission in support of maintaining the City of Santa Paula’s sphere of influence line, reflecting the will of the people
and the City, and protecting farmland from
future development.

Unnecessary regulations hinder us when we
try to make improvements to our properties and businesses. They also interfere with
personal choices in our lives, many times
with no proven public benefit. Just imagine
fighting all these rules by yourself!

• GRADING ORDINANCE: Assisting the AG
and Oil Technical Advisory Committees
who are working with the VC Public Works
Agency on grading rules that will safeguard
the public and the environment while minimizing unnecessary red tape in securing
grading permits.

Membership in CoLAB is like being part of
a pioneer family who travelled across the
country in covered wagons, risking their
lives to settle California. In times of trouble
we will “circle the wagons” to protect our
families and businesses.

• PIRU BIKEPATH: Provided expertise and
leadership to Camulos Ranch, forming a coalition to oppose a county proposed bicycle
path through an intensive agricultural operation without proper protection of the
crops or public safety. (Piru Path Comment

Plain Basins in colors representing groundwater elevations in the Upper Aquifer.
Water levels in wells generally drop in elevation during drought conditions. Green
dots represent well water depths at 0 to 25
feet below sea level. Yellows are 26 to 100
feet and reds are up to 200 feet below sea
level. Their prediction is that by September,
well levels will be similar to the drought in
1990 which took five years for recovery.

We hope you will come to our event and see
the value of becoming part of the CoLAB
community. Your participation will help us
“widen the circle”, allowing us to research
and represent more business issues countywide. Together we can lessen the burden
for all!
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During drought conditions there is not
enough water in Lake Piru to release and no
high-flow conditions in the river to divert.
The last release in 2011 filled up the basins
with almost no storage remaining. Tony
reported that during the diversion process,
20 feet of water can percolate into the basin
in a single day due to the extremely high
permeability of the aquifer.
In 2012 there was no release and the AS increased to 60,000 acre-feet. In 2013, AS was
95,000 acre-feet. When the AS increases
to 80,000 acre-feet, the equivalent water
level in the basin is at sea level. When the
basin is below sea level, seawater intrusion
increases and water quality decreases with
an increase in nitrates and chlorides. This
impacts the delivery of water to farmers
through several pipelines.
UWCD is very concerned about their continuing ability to reliably deliver water, especially with the added burden of Environmental Species Act constraints on diversion
and the cost of replacing the fish ladder.
They believe this will cause the drought
recovery time to be significantly longer than
the five years following 1990.
They are calling for an integrated water
supply plan and innovative water supply
projects. As they say: “Future solutions will
be costly and require hard decisions.”
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Environmental Health
Proposes Grant for
Septic System Research
In January, the Environmental Health
Division (EHD) requested and received authorization from the County Board of Supervisors to apply for a grant in the amount
of $175,000 (requiring a 25% match) for a
special study of “onsite wastewater treatment systems” (OWTS), commonly called
septic systems. According to the staff report,
the source of funding is the State Water Resources Control Board, for a “special study”
to determine which systems in the Ventura
River Watershed are contributing to algae
impairment in the river.
Algae impairment in the Ventura River
was quantified by the L.A. Regional Water
Quality Control Board when they adopted a
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) in June
of 2013. This TMDL attempted to identify all
possible sources of nitrogen and phosphorus contributing to algae growth in the river
and set numeric targets for reduction by
each. OWTS were identified as a potential
source of nitrogen estimating 7,478 pounds
per year, from 2,100 systems, requiring a
50% reduction by 2023.
For TMDLs, the Regional Board can use
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“best available science” which in this case
was minimal, without local studies. The
analysis took a shotgun approach, assuming
all systems were improperly sited or malfunctioning and all contribute nitrogen to
the river. The amount of loss was calculated
based on one study of the Malibu Lagoon
and the nitrogen load was estimated based
on measured influent from the Ojai Valley
Treatment Plant.
According to the TMDL: “Regional Board
staff and Ventura County will work to determine areas of OWTS to be included in an
Advanced Protection Management Program
area...” Reportedly, systems outside these
areas would not be targeted for reductions.
CoLAB is in support of the special study as
without the study, systems in the entire watershed would be subject to Tier 3 regulations under newly adopted AB 885. Tier 3
requires all new and replacement systems
to have expensive supplemental treatment. According to the State Water Board,
“system owners are considered the actual
dischargers that may potentially be contributing to the impairment, and are ultimately
responsible for the quality of waste being
discharged.” We think this is problematic as
both EHD and the Regional Board are under
a Memorandum Of Understanding that set

the parameters for septic system siting,
design and construction. How can individual
owners be held responsible for discharges
when they complied with both State and
County regulations?
The TMDL and AB 885 together create an
unfunded mandate and threaten thousands
of people who live in the watershed. The
study is the only option to minimize impacts
and hopefully find a reasonable solution.
Calendar
Feb. 5: Horse and Livestock Watershed
Alliance - Quarterly Meeting
6:30 to 8:00 pm
Help of Ojai Little House
111 Santa Ana Rd. Ojai
Feb 6: Ventura River Watershed Council
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Library Topping Room, 651 Main St.,
Ventura
Feb. 6: CoLAB VC Membership Drive
5:00 to 7:00 pm
Marz Farms, 4490 Bradley Rd., Somis
No Tickets - RSVP to Moira
mbarron@colabvc.org or (805) 797-9189

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

Don Bowden, Reiter Affiliated | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary / Executive Director

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorpe-Richards | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Director Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:
COLAB Ventura County Website:
Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

www.colabvc.org

COLAB Santa Barbara County Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County: February 2014 Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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