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BAY DELTA CONSERVATION PLAN

A Critical Solution for Our Water Future
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
In our July newsletter, we presented
research on the larger California water
supply problem as it applies to 73% of
Ventura County’s population. Below is a
map (courtesy of Calleguas Mutual Water
District) showing the average percent of
imported water these cities receive, primarily from the Bay Delta through the 444 mile
long California Aqueduct.
As a solution based
non-profit dedicated to
research and education,
CoLAB is presenting our
findings this month with
respect to the proposed Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP). The Plan has two parts:
1) Construction of three new intakes located
along the Sacramento River and an isolated
tunnel/pipeline to bypass the Bay Delta (see
exhibit on page 2), and

manage the delta ecosystem and restore
natural biological communities.
According to the BDCP Website FAQ: “The
BDCP proposes to secure California water
supplies and improve the Delta ecosystem
by implementing a 9,000 cfs water diversion point in the north Delta, where its operations will provide for improved flows.
Constructing new water diversion points in
the north Delta with
state-of-the-art fish
screens and providing
a means to transport
water supplies under
the Delta, rather than
through sensitive natural channels, would
help maintain reliable water deliveries for
two-thirds of California’s population while
balancing the needs of the Delta ecosystem.” Another excellent resource for information is the BDCP Highlights document.
(continued on page 2)

2. Environmental conservation measures to
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Falconer Provides
Nesting Bird Solution
for Local Operator
In a rare opportunity, CoLAB accepted
an invitation to witness a local oilfield
operator’s innovative solution to a potential nesting bird issue. In addition to
meeting a master falconer and his eight
amazing raptors, Lynn Jensen, Executive
Director, was treated to a photo op with
one of the Harris hawks (above).
It turns out, the operator planned to
shut down their gas plant in the Ventura
Oil Field for a regular five year inspection and maintenance program in June.
During shut down, the plant lacks the
regular noise and vibration. If birds nest
when the plant is quiet, there is a potential for chicks to be disturbed when operations are resumed. And, there is no
provision in the law for accidental death
of migratory birds.
Numerous options were investigated
to prevent nesting including netting,
streamers, plastic owls, noise makers,
and noise canons. But none of these
options are very effective and in fact, an
experimental plastic owl mounted on a
tower was white from bird droppings.

The innovative solution was to hire a
San Diego company run by master
(continued on page 3)
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region is roughly 66%... The tunnels will be
designed to withstand the Maximum Considered Earthquake...”

Bay Delta Conservation Plan Exhibit (from Metropolitan Water District)
BDCP: cont. from Page 1)

As stated in the Plan’s Executive Summary
overview: “The BDCP reflects the outcome
of a multiyear collaboration among public
water agencies, state and federal fish and
wildlife agencies, non-government organizations, agricultural interests, local governments, and the public.” This monumental, seven year collaborative effort has
produced a draft Plan that is the best hope
for securing California’s water supply, including reliability for Ventura County.
The crux of the Plan enables the California
Department of Water Resources to obtain
fifty year take permits from state and
federal fish and wildlife agencies. This will
allow sufficient time to construct the water
conveyance infrastructure and implement
conservation measures for restoration of
over 100,000 acres of habitat.
Management of the delta is unsustainable
for three major reasons:
1) Annual water deliveries have declined
10% since 1992 and are projected to decline
another 22% by 2025
due to regulatory restrictions,

proposed in the BDCP.
While the general public of late has a
reduced appetite for funding large public infrastructure projects, the BDCP is critical to
our secure water future.
As we discussed last month, the risk of
a major seismic event in the delta is an
imminent threat to the water supply. The
current water delivery system depends on
1,100 miles of levees to protect against
large-scale seawater flooding. These levees
are subject to failure due to liquefaction in a
major earthquake which would render delta
water undrinkable.
The map below shows the location of
historic earthquakes on the San Andreas
Fault only 30 miles from the delta. The
Hayward Fault is only 14 miles away. In
June of 2014, Metropolitan Water District’s
engineer, Howard Lum, presented seismic
design criteria for the tunnels: “Considering all the seismic risks of the area, the
probability of a magnitude 6.5 earthquake
in the next 18 years in the whole Bay Delta

In addition, the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association is concerned about the “extraordinary expense” of the BDCP stating in a letter
to the California Resources Agency dated
4-11-14: “...the unresolved financing and
taxpayer issues are a major concern for us”.
However, they “...support the adoption and
implementation of a comprehensive plan
for the Bay Delta... and working with (the
agency) to ensure that the BDCP succeeds,
without placing undue burdens on California’s taxpayers.”
In the Capitol Weekly article, Gov. Jerry
“Brown said during a state budget briefing
that the huge public works project... is an
economic necessity... absolutely imperative
for the economic well-being of the people
of California into the future.” The article estimates $15 to $17 billion to construct the
tunnel system paid for by “state and federal
contractors who get the water.” Then,
roughly $5 to $8 billion would be spent on
environmental projects paid for by state
and federal governments.
According to Metropolitan Water District,
implementation of the BDCP will not
increase the supply of water to California,
only the reliability of delivery. This solution
is in addition to the critical need for conservation, recycled water projects, groundwater desalters and seawater desalination.

2) The delta environment is declining,
in part due to flow
patterns from the
south intake, and
3) Current environmental management considers one species at a
time through lawsuits
versus multiple species
habitat conservation
measures that are

The BDCP can clearly be a solution to both
water reliability and the further deterioration of the delta environment. However, according to John Howard in a Capitol Weekly
news article, those who oppose the delta
tunnels include “environmental groups,
fishing advocates and delta property
owners who say their land and livelihoods
are threatened”. These groups have conflicting interests as environmental solutions may reduce the number of non-native
game fish and restore thousands of acres of
farmland to their natural state. The BDCP
has attempted to strike a balance but it is
likely that certain groups will never be satisfied with the Plan.

Bay Area Seismicity (from MWD’s Howard Lum in Maven’s Notebook)
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The CoLAB Board unanimously voted to
support the BDCP by signing a comment
letter prepared by Calleguas Water District.
As construction of the tunnels are estimated to take 10 years, delay and inaction
comes with an unacceptable risk.
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CoLAB’s Lynn Jensen
Keynote Speaker at
Camarillo Chamber Breakfast
On Friday, August 8th, our Executive Director,
Lynn Gray Jensen, will present: Land-Water-Energy-Economy; How CoLAB Collaborates with and can be a Resource to Local
Business, to the Camarillo Chamber at the
Spanish Hills Country Club. Check-in at 7:00
am; program begins at 7:30. Register online
or call 805-484-4383. Members $25, Nonmembers $35, add 5$ for walk-in.
Local impending decisions on land, water
and energy infrastructure will be critical to
our Ventura County way of life. These solutions must be economically viable to be
sustainable. CoLAB is a valuable resource to
help local business understand the issues.
Please join us and be part of the solution!
Campaign to Support Land-Based and Industrial Businesses

Backbone of Our Economy
WATER

LAND

Farming,
Ranching,
Energy, Mining,
Storage, Paving,
Manufacturing,
Landscaping,
Pipeline, Building,
Utilities, Trucking,
Communication

ENERGY

ECONOMY

Economic Viability is Key to Sustainability
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Falconer: cont. from Page 1)

falconer, Paulie Corry. Corry is originally
from Ireland where his family’s tradition of training falcons and other raptors
dates back 300 years. Master falconers
work their way up from apprenticeship
to general to master. The program was
created by the U.S. Air Force to control
birds on military bases which can be dangerous to airplanes. To work in the U.S.,
falconers must have permits from U.S. Fish
and Wildlife.
For this job Corry brought Harris hawks
and an Aplomado falcon to the site (shown
below). Their mere presence, daily from
dawn to dusk, was
a deterrent to the
local birds. Incursions onto the
site by these local
birds invoked a
response including flights by the
hawks and falcons,
scaring them away.

Ventura County Farm Day
SEEAG (Students for Eco-Education and Agriculture) is hosting their second annual Farm
Day on Saturday, Sept. 27th, including open
house tours of 20 Ventura County farms. According to founder and executive director,
Mary Maranville, the intent is “to promote
local agriculture and encourage families
to visit growers in their own backyard.”
Each farm will host guided tours, meet and
greet the farmer, produce taste tests and
food trucks. Families can also bring a picnic
lunch. The event will wrap up with a BBQ at
the McGrath Family Farm in Camarillo from
4 - 8:30 pm (see Farmday website). CoLAB
is a sponsor of this very important community educational opportunity!

Falconers can be an effective solution.
Corry described a past job at Sea World
where his birds helped control aggressive
sea gulls attacking children for their food.
He has also helped with many agricultural
bird issues, particularly in vineyards.
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CoLAB VC Calendar
August 7: Ventura River Watershed Council
9:00 - 12:00 am, Thurs.
Foster Library Topping Room,
651 E. Main St., Ventura

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

August 8: Camarillo Chamber Breakfast Mtg.
7:00 - 9:00 am, Friday
Lynn Jensen: Land-Water-Energy-Economy
Spanish Hills Country Club
999 Crestview Dr., Camarillo
August 19: CWA Monthly Meeting
12:00 - 1:30 pm, Tues.
County WPD - Evelina Mutkowska
669 County Square Dr., #100, Ventura
August 22: V.C. Cattlemen’s Assoc.
6:30 pm, Tues.
Grinder Restaurant, Moorpark

CoLAB Ventura County
Important Links:
COLAB VC Website:

www.colabvc.org

COLAB SBC Website:

www.colabsbc.org

COLAB SLO Website:

www.colabslo.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show:
Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County:
August 2014 Newsletter

