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FOX CANYON GMA

Will Water Efficiency Trump New Sources?
By: Lynn Gray Jensen

Fox Canyon is due to inefficient water use?

On Friday, August 15th, the Fox Canyon
Groundwater Management Agency (GMA)
had a special board meeting, in part to
clarify how surcharges would be assessed
to farmers for inefficient water usage during
the drought emergency. In this meeting,
the determination of what is considered
“efficient water use” became contentious
due to the concern that
short term emergency
rules would discourage the development
of new water sources.
Regulation adopted during the drought
must motivate action to fund new supply
side projects.

2) Can the 20% cutback be achieved by
forcing agricultural efficiency through surcharges?

Actions by the GMA board are important
as the boundary, according to the Agricultural Commissioner’s office, encompasses
roughly 50,000 acres of irrigated land on
the Oxnard Plain, Las Posas and Pleasant
Valleys. This is 54% of the County’s irrigated
agricultural land (see GMA map on page 2).
Determining water efficiency has been a
collaborative effort with representation
from water districts, the GMA and growers.
Short term success was defined as growers
sharing as equitably as possible in a 20%
pumping cutback during the drought. In
the long term, the GMA must tackle over
pumping of the Fox Canyon aquifers which
has produced seawater intrusion that,
if continued, will ultimately render the
groundwater too salty to be usable.
Long standing concerns about groundwater
overdraft invoke the following questions:
1) How much of the over pumping in the

To measure efficiency, five years ago the
GMA hired a Cal Poly professor, Dr. Stuart
Stiles, who generated an Irrigation Allowance Index (IAI). This index is a calculation
of efficient water use depending on crop
type,
geographical
area and weather.
At that time growers
could choose to report
water usage to the
GMA based on this new IAI or on their historical allocation.
When Emergency Ordinance “E” was
adopted in April of 2014, IAI reporting
became mandatory and the Stiles allowance was cut by 25%. Beginning on
August 1st, surcharges will be assessed for
pumping groundwater over the allowance,
which is 75% of what science estimates
is needed for optimal watering. Many
growers believe 75% of the IAI is doable,
but the further reductions being contemplated will lead to fallowed land as the
only option. The surcharges are substantial,
ranging from $1,315 to $1,815 per acre foot
of pumping over the allocation.
Surcharges to encourage water use reductions are not new. Current historical extraction allocations are based on 1985 to 1990
average water usage. The GMA reduced
these allocations by 25% from 1992 to
2009. The further reduction of allocations
based on the IAI were designed to prevent
growers who proactively invested in water
(continued on page 2)
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NAPA EARTHQUAKE AFFIRMS
NEED FOR WATER BOND PASSAGE
CoLAB is feeling prophetic this month
considering our July and August newsletter stories and our August 8th “Land,
Water, Energy, Economy” presentation to
the Camarillo Chamber of Commerce. Our
articles on “Water Supply Reliability” and
the “Bay Delta Conservation Plan” could
not have been more timely.
On August 24th, a 6.0 magnitude earthquake rocked the Napa Valley, several miles
west of the Sacramento Delta. The epicenter was south of Napa, near the Hayward/
Rogers Creek fault complex that we warned
about. This fault system has not produced a
large quake for 146 years.
The Napa quake was smaller in magnitude
than many geologists have been predicting
and are still expecting in the area. Larger,
6.5 magnitude earthquakes could collapse
levees in the Delta that protect 73% of
Ventura County’s water supply. Experts
believe levee failure was averted this time
as the levee soils are unsaturated due to the
drought, preventing liquefaction during
the mild shaking in the Delta area.
For a California secure water future,
passage of the water bond is critical as it
funds $2.7 billion in water storage projects
and $295 million specifically for Delta levee
(continued on page 3)

Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business
Water Efficiency: cont. from Page 1)

saving technology from being unfairly
punished with across the board penalties.

The controversy at the meeting revolved
around whether a grower should be
required to report groundwater and foreign
water to the GMA as is currently required.
Mathematically, water use from all crops on
a parcel is necessary to calculate true efficiency. Lack of reporting foreign water will
result in a falsely high IAI and no penalties
for inefficient use of groundwater.
On the other hand, as pointed out by
Donlon Ranch in a letter to the GMA: “Including foreign water in the calculation of
the FCGMA Irrigation Allocation Index acts
as a disincentive to use foreign water to
replace or supplement groundwater... and
...takes away the ability of growers to supplement their irrigation with foreign water
leaving fallowing as the only option...”
And, there is also a potential jurisdictional
problem associated with requiring the reporting of sources other than groundwater
to a GMA, which will likely lead to litigation.
In fact, the IAI method could allow growers
to exceed their historical allocation by
switching to groundwater from surface
water, which is completely contrary to the
intent of the Emergency Ordinance. Conversely, a grower could switch to more
foreign water and use less than their historical allocation, yet exceed the IAI, and incur
penalties.
These examples point out fundamental
flaws in the Emergency Ordinance. The IAI
should not allocate more than historical
groundwater used to a parcel. Nor should it
penalize the use of foreign water.
In the end, a split 3-2 vote at the meeting
provided guidance to GMA staff to require
the reporting of foreign water, but to charge
penalties only up to the amount of ground-
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water pumped. This decision was made for
the short term emergency ordinance with
an eye toward comprehensive discussions
needed for a more permanent ordinance
intended to be in place by March 31, 2015.
Over the past decades the GMA has made
significant progress on reducing overpumping and pushing back salt water intrusion, but it has not been enough. Now
environmental regulations in favor of fish
threaten to negate the benefits of the
Freeman diversion and Saticoy spreading
grounds. We are in both a regulatory and
meteorological drought.
All concerned need to focus
attention on new sources of
supply. It is a sad reflection
of our failure to be able to
work together, allowing territorial actions and politics
to stand in the way of
bringing innovative projects
like the Oxnard recycled
wastewater facility online.
This must change for the
future of farming.

during wet years to prepare for Ventura
County’s inevitable droughts.
Fallowing local lands, on the heels of significant fallowing in the Central Valley decreases fruit and vegetable production in the
highly fertile areas of California that benefit
our country. There are limited places in the
world that have the climate and productivity of Ventura County agriculture. And, the
fallowing of agricultural land will increase
the local pressure for development, as
options for farmers evaporate along with
the water.

to CoLAB’s Annual Meeting
Where: At Camarillo Ranch House- 201 Camarillo Ranch Road, Camarillo 93012
When: Wednesday, October 15th, 2014 from 5:30-8:30 pm
CoLAB Presentation: Land-Water-Energy-Economy
Movie: No Water, No Farmer, No Food; An Americans for Prosperity and David Spady Production
Plus Gourmet Buffet (Menu) & Hosted Bar

The prolonged drought
$50 per ticket · Limited seating- get tickets early · Limited parking available- please carpool
has raised tensions in this
coastal farming community where growing
YOU ARE INVITED!
food has become more expensive, risky and
CoLAB’s Annual Meeting
regulated. While it is critical that farmers
Wednesday, October 15th
use water efficiently, there is a point where
cutbacks will necessitate the fallowing We are very excited to announce our 2014
of land, possibly including acres of dead annual meeting to be held Wednesday,
orchards like we have seen in the Central October 15th, at the Camarillo Ranch House
Valley. This would be a direct blow to a $2 - 201 Camarillo Ranch Road. Tickets are on
billion industry that provides a wide variety sale now and seating will be limited.
of job types and income levels.
**BUY TICKETS NOW**
While choices made during the drought will
$50 includes a gourmet buffet
be difficult, forcing farmers to fallow land
as their only option is another example of
dinner and a hosted bar - see menu
decades of failed water policy in California.
The board is looking forward to updating
The ultimate solution for our membership on the many projects
farmers and consumers in CoLAB is involved in! Our Executive Director
Ventura County is the replace- will be presenting:
ment of a significant amount
Land - Water - Energy - Economy
of groundwater pumping with
AND we will treat you to a special movie
new water sources. There are
many local projects in the works
No Water - No Farmer - No Food
such as the Oxnard recycled
An Americans for Prosperity
wastewater plant, Camarillo
and David Spady Production
and Moorpark desalters, Calleguas’ salinity management We are hoping to engage our members in
pipeline and others. In addition open conversation and gain feedback for
there must be more storage our exciting year to come. Please plan to
constructed to bank water attend, bring a prospective member and be
part of the CoLAB solution!
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founder of see ag Mary Maranville
Making Great Strides in Agricultural Education
Just ask Mary Maranville any question
relating to educating kids about farming
and she starts talking a mile a minute. Her
story begins as a kid in upstate
New York where she says she
didn’t appreciate growing up
on a dairy farm. Fast forward to
now and Mary has founded a
program dedicated to spreading the word about the importance of farming to students
and their teachers.
SEE AG (Students for Eco-Education and Agriculture) began
in 2008. According to Mary, the non-profit
“program is teaching kids why they need
to care about plants, gardens and agriculture and is inspiring the next generation to
become future agricultural managers and
stewards of the land.”
Part 1 is a 45 minute classroom presentation and Part 2 is a 2 1/2 hour field trip to
Limoniera Ranch. The classroom discussion includes “Limoniera Company’s use of
solar energy and green waste recycling, Gills
Onions turning onion waste into bio-fuel
and hydrogen fuel cell technology, and
Houweling Nurseries’ hydroponic growing,

state of the art sustainable energy sources
and land use.” Over 8,000 kids have toured
through Limoniera’s orchards and facilities.
In the classroom, one of the
first questions for the kids:
“Who is connected to agriculture?” At first, most don’t raise
their hands. The answer (of
course): “everyone who eats
is connected to agriculture”.
Then the program breaks
down food, like pizza, into
products and parts of plants,
circling back to farming. An
aha moment is when kids whose families
work in agriculture feel proud.
SEE AG also produces “Farmer of the
Month” videos that tell unique stories of
the numerous farm families and operations
throughout the county.
Their 2nd annual Farm Day Event will be
held on Saturday, September 27th. You can
tour any or all of the 20 participating farms
and then celebrate at the farm-to-table BBQ
feast at McGrath Family Farms in Camarillo. The barbecue includes live music and
dancing, a “kiss the farmer” photo booth,

a piñata, cornhole, giant Jenga and more!
Tickets for the BBQ are limited and are currently on sale on the Farm Day website ($30
adults, $15 kids). Hope to see you there!
Water Bond: cont. from Page 1)

failure and flood management projects.
The bipartisan legislation was signed by
Governor Brown on August 13th as the
“Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure
Improvement Act of 2014”. It was downsized
by the legislature from $11 to $7.5 billion and
will be on the ballot as Proposition 1.
In addition to levee and storage projects the
ballot measure will also fund:
$520 million for water quality improvement
projects, wastewater treatment and public
water system infrastructure,
$1.49 billion to conservancies and agencies
for ecosystem, watershed protection and restoration projects,
$810 million to IRWMPs for climate change
and regional water security projects,
$725 million for water recycling and advanced
treatment technology projects, and
$900 million to the SWRCB for groundwater
(drinking water) clean-up.
CoLAB is in support of funding pro-active
and balanced solutions to our water crisis.

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

Richard Atmore, R.A. Atmore | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary / Executive Director

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorpe-Richards | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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CoLAB VC Calendar
Sept. 10: AG Policy Advisory Committee
9:00 am, Wed. - AG Commission
555 Airport Way, Camarillo

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

CoLAB Ventura County
Important Links:

Sept. 16: CWA Monthly Meeting
12:00 - 1:30 pm, Tues. - UC Coop. Ext.
669 County Square Dr., #100, Ventura
Rick Viergutz - FCGMA Emergency Ord. E

COLAB VC Website:

www.colabvc.org

COLAB SBC Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Sept. 25: Santa Clara River Watershed
2:30 - 6:00 pm, Thurs. - Limoniera Pav.
55 Hallock Dr., Santa Paula

COLAB SLO Website:

www.colabslo.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show:

Sept. 27: SEE AG’s V.C. Farm Day Event
10:00 - 3:00 Farm Tours
4:00 - 8:30 pm BBQ (tickets needed)
McGrath Family Farm,
1012 W. Ventura Blvd., Camarillo

Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County:
September 2014 Newsletter

