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WHERE DOES OUR WATER COME FROM?
AND IS OUR SUPPLY RELIABLE?
By: Lynn Gray Jensen
A majority of the urban areas south of
Highway 126 in Ventura County are supplied
by wholesale water purveyor, Calleguas
Municipal Water District. They service
630,000 people living in Oxnard, Camarillo,
Somis, Santa Rosa Valley, Moorpark, Simi
Valley, Lake Sherwood, Thousand Oaks,
Oak Park, Newbury Park, Port Hueneme
and Naval Base Ventura
County (roughly 73% of
the county population,
see yellow area below).
If you live in one of
these areas, while your bill is paid to one of
19 local water purveyors, an average of 73%
of your water actually comes from Metropolitan Water District (MWD). While MWD
receives water through two major aqueducts (California and the Colorado River),
in most years, water delivered to Ventura
County comes from the State Water Project
(SWP). The SWP transports water from Lake

Oroville, through the Sacramento Delta (Bay
Delta), through the California Aqueduct
to Lake Castaic (see map on page 2).
However, this year, due to the drought, Calleguas received 20% of its supply from the
Colorado River. Total imported supply from
MWD in 2013 was 113,000 acre-feet.
The $1.75 billion for construction of the
SWP was approved by voters in 1960. According to the California
Department
of Water Resources
(DWR) this authorized
the construction of
“701 miles of canals
and pipelines to provide drinking water for
25 million people and irrigation for 750,000
acres of farmland”.
Construction of most of the system was
completed in the late 1960’s. In 1972 the
Edmonston pumping plant began pumping
water over the Tehachapi Mountains to
Pyramid and Castaic Lakes. A network of
pipelines, pump stations and reservoirs
were built by Calleguas to provide water to
Ventura County.
The SWP supplies water to both northern
and southern California. As 80% of the rain
falls in northern California, the decision was
made in the 60’s to transport water from
the north to growing cities in the south.
While some would argue with this decision,
populated areas of Ventura County that rely
on MWD do not have other near-term affordable options for replacing this supply.
Water from the SWP supplies nine northern
California service areas including the Santa
(continued on page 2)
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CoLAB COMMENTS ON 152 NEW
LOCALLY IMPORTANT PLANTS
The County of Ventura has a draft list
of 152 new plants to be added to the
“locally important” list, bringing the
total number to 286 plant species.

CoLAB submitted a comment letter
opposing this action on the basis that
the species have not been shown to
meet at least one of the two necessary
criteria for addition to the plant list. The
two criteria are as follows:
1- Species are declining throughout
their range
2- Only five or fewer element occurrences of the species in the County

Our comment letter describes the lack
of evidence that a single recommended
plant species meets Criterion #1.
County Planning, in their 2014 Explanation document, assumes that every
species in the county meets Criteria #1,
stating: “...habitats that support Locally
Important Plant species declined historically and continue to decline...” There is
no requirement for direct evidence that
any of the identified species are currently declining throughout their range.
(continued on page 3)
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water for more than two thirds of the state’s
population” (MWD).
However, according to Curt Schmutte of
MWD: “the Bay Delta in its current form
is unsustainable”. It is the hub of the SWP
system and 65% of the water currently runs
out to the ocean. The “Triple S Threats” to
the delta are Subsidence, Sea Level Rise,
and Seismic, threatening the delta ecosystem and the reliability of water delivery.
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The delta ecosystem supports 450 plants
and animals, 52 fish (60% non-native) and
225 bird species. The area was originally
tidal marshes and riparian forests that were
drained and converted to farmland and
urban “islands” by the building of levees beginning in the mid-1800’s (see map below,
Delta Levees, 2006
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Clara Valley Water District. This district
alone serves roughly 4 million people in the
south San Francisco Bay area, also known as
Silicon Valley.
The SWP also supplies the rich agricultural
lands serviced by the Kern County Water
Agency. And, it supplements groundwater
supply for agriculture in Ventura County
and provides most of the supply for municipal and industrial uses in our cities.
The water issue is of heightened concern
this year due to the drought, impacting our
members in numerous ways. While there
are many agencies and individuals working
on long-term drought solutions, it is important for us as water users to be informed
about the larger California water problem.
In June of this year, I was invited by Calleguas to participate in the MWD “Inspection
Trip”, a tour of the northern portion of the

SWP. We started at Lake Oroville which is
located 75 miles north of Sacramento. The
lake is behind the tallest dam in the U.S.
(700 ft.) and it’s watershed is the origin of
the SWP. Water from the lake flows into
the Feather River, then into the Sacramento River, where it enters the Bay Delta. We
ended at the Banks Pumping Plant where
water from the delta is lifted 244 feet into
the 444 mile long California Aqueduct.
The Bay Delta Problem
The center of controversy of the SWP is the
Bay Delta which is roughly 400,000 acres of
waterways sloughs, canals and islands. The
delta receives water from both the Sacramento and Joaquin Rivers before flowing
out to the ocean through the San Francisco
Bay. Approximately 2.4 million acre-feet of
water is delivered annually from the delta
through the SWP. This water helps “sustain
California’s economy and provide drinking
2
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the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, PPIC).
These hand-built levees have been subject
to liquefaction and subsidence which
averages 1.5 inches per year. Many of the
islands now range from 10 to over 25 feet
below sea level (see map on page 3).
From a geologic perspective, sea level has
been rising for the last 7,000 years. Rising
sea level puts pressure on the levees and
causes seawater intrusion further into the
freshwater delta system. This impacts both
the species that live in the delta and the
ability of the SWP to deliver fresh water.
Perhaps the most concerning threat is the
seismic risk from several major faults that
cross the delta. The United States Geological Survey has calculated that there is a 60%
chance of a magnitude 6.7 earthquake in
the Bay Delta region by 2032. MWD litera(continued on page 3)
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Land Subsidence in the Delta (DWR, 1995)

SOURCE: Department of Water Resources (1995).

Figure 2.4—Land Subsidence in the Delta

ture reports: “...according to DWR’s Delta
Risk Management Study, there is a 25%
chance of an earthquake causing 30 islands
to collapse in the next 25 years. Statewide
economic costs of such an event could
exceed $30 billion. If the 1906 earthquake
hit today, it is estimated it would cause the
failure of 22 Delta islands, which would
likely cut off Delta water exports for several
years, and it is likely that water exports
would never fully recover.”

Further, the document asserts that: “No
evidence was found to indicate that populations of plants on the draft list are stable
or increasing throughout the extent of
their ranges.” Colab’s biological consultant, Michael Bumgardner, responded in a
2012 letter: “Failure to find evidence that
a taxon is not stable or increasing is not
evidence that it is declining”.
With no evidence needed to meet Criterion #1, Criterion #2, which specifies
five (5) or fewer occurrences in Ventura
County, becomes the sole determining
factor. As written in our letter: “With
over one million acres of land area in
the County, the relatively few botanists
actively working on projects here, and the
lack of an incentive to locate more species
occurrences, it is unlikely that the true
populations of species on the list will be
identified.” And, under the County’s biological guidelines these “locally important” species will be treated as if they are
federally rare, threatened or endangered.
To demonstrate the fallacy of the process,
we chose one of the 152 new recommended species as an example: Mala-

cothrix glabrata (desert dandelion), an
annual herb found in western North
America. The map below shows the distribution in California including only two
occurrences in Ventura County as cited
by Calflora. As shown, this species is very
abundant in southern California and is not
a federally or state listed species. In fact, it
is not even on the California Native Plant
Society watch list. This example species is
being considered as “locally important” as
it has been identified only twice within in
the arbitrary boundary of Ventura County.

As stated in our letter: “We believe the
reason why most counties do not maintain
a local species list is because it is not within
their budgets to perform the kinds of
rigorous species studies necessary to meet
reasonable criteria and to update those
studies regularly. The number of species
on the draft plant list is unsupportable…
Continuing to maintain these on the list
will lead to costly court proceedings due to
certain future challenges.”
We are recommending that the County
change their existing risky process,
strengthen their criteria requirements
and reject additions to the 2014 plant list.

It is important to understand that the reliability and quality of the majority of our
water supply in metropolitan Ventura
County depends on the welfare of the Bay
Delta. The Triple-S Threats described are
real and must be addressed.
Part 2 of this article with potential solutions
to the Bay Delta problem will be covered in
the next CoLAB newsletter including a discussion of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan.
A joint paper by UC Riverside and UC Davis
describes the current situation as similar
to a game of “chicken” where “stakeholder
self-interest makes cooperation unlikely
within a reasonable timeframe, especially
given a lack of trust, reliable information
and the many stakeholders involved... To be
viable, a long-term solution must include
governance, regulatory, and financial arrangements to ensure that various goals are
well served including water supply, environmental management and the State’s local
interest in the Delta.”
The status quo is simply not acceptable.

Distribution of the species Malacothrix glabrata (desert dandelion)
in California per Calflora 2014: http://www.calflora.org/
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Fun and Successful
CoLAB Spring Event
On a perfect spring day at OJai’s Old Rancho
Matilija, over 250 members and guests
gathered lakeside for our annual Spring
Event. There was plenty of time for socializing, networking and making new friends. A
very special thanks to the Gramckow family
for the fabulous venue and much more!
After introductions and a short award presentation we got down to business with the
“Rich and Bonnie Show”. Who else could of-

Thank you to our table sponsors: Consortium Media,
French Ranch, Jensen Design and Survey, Johansen Tech,
Bert and Linda Lamb, Lowthorp Richards, Marz Farms,
Otto and Debbie Schimmel, Seacoast Farms, Sespe Consulting, Sloan Ranches, Wachter’s, Waters Ranches and
donors: Farm Credit West and Kirchbaum LLC.
ficiate such an entertaining and successful
live auction? Really appreciate their dedication to the CoLAB cause! The highly competitive auction ended with a “donation dance”
led by Rich. A big thank you to all the
donors of the one-of-a kind auction items
as well as the bidders for their support! And
thank you to Bud Sloan and John Hecht our expert auction spotters.

Thank you again to everyone who supported the 2014
Spring Event. It was a huge success and the funding will
help CoLAB with our many
important issues.

The tables were beautiful thanks to the centerpieces
courtesy of Pyramid Flowers and the table sponsor
markers designed by Consortium Media.
Special thanks to our crew: Lauren Swift (coordinator),
Bud and Kim Sloan (bar), Taurie Bjerken, and Shelley
Casillas (entry), Shannon Cohen and Patty Waters (auction
table), Katherine Hecht and Carter Woodruff (drink
tickets), and Conrad Gramckow (tractor ride).
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HLWA Launches New Website
By: Lauren Swift
The Horse and Livestock Watershed Alliance
(HLWA) is an organization formed in 2012
that represents horse and livestock owners
in the Ojai Valley. According to the website,
the alliance is a response to legal mandates
regarding the impact of horse and livestock
manure on the Ventura River Watershed.
The goal of HLWA is to maintain the current
rural lifestyle while learning about and implementing practices that will benefit the
local watershed. The HLWA works with government, local agencies, and stakeholders,
to influence and meet regulatory requirements while minimizing economic impact
and maintaining the current rural lifestyle.
Ultimately, a conditional waiver permit will
be adopted requiring horse and livestock
owners to manage runoff from their properties in the watershed. These new regulations, under the Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), will impact
all horse and livestock owners from Ventura
to Ojai.
HLWA members that participate in the
waiver will be able to comply with the regulations without being individually monitored and regulated by the RWQCB. High-

lighted throughout the draft waiver are
regulations regarding general facility design
and management, general manure management, conditions for application of manure
from animal operations as a fertilizer,
amendment, or mulch to soil, and general
inspection and reporting waiver conditions.
CoLAB and the Resource Conservation
District (RCD) are assisting HLWA in the
writing process of the waiver in coordination with the RWQCB.
The RCD is currently providing administration, technical assistance and hosting
quarterly meetings. As part of their Storm
Water Quality Program (SWQP), the RCD
recommends best management practices
(BMPs) designed to address manure-related impacts to storm water quality. BMPs
include facility design, pasture management, grazing management, collection and
storage of manure, use and disposal of
manure, and pesticide alternatives.
The RCD worked with the Water Board to
develop a practical implementation plan
for horse and livestock owners to meet

the Ventura River Watershed’s Algae Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), which sets
limits for nitrogen and phosphate in the watershed. Depending on location and number
of horses, implementing BMP’s can be very
beneficial to the watershed.
CoLAB assisted HLWA with the language of
the TMDL to reduce the regulatory burden
of excessive water monitoring in favor of
monitoring the implementation of BMPs.
The new HLWA website offers helpful resources, regulatory updates on the conditional waver and how to become involved in
the alliance. Resource links offer an insight
guide to best management practices,
manure related regulations, facility design
and supplies, as well as other organizations that can offer help. The next quarterly
meeting is scheduled for August 6th.
Check out the new Horse and Livestock Watershed Alliance website at http://www.
vchlwa.org/index.php or on facebook.
Calendar
July 9: AG Policy Advisory Committee
9:00 am, Wed. (Agenda)
AG Comm. - 555 Airport Way, Camarillo
July 15: CWA General Meeting
5:00 - 7:30 pm, Tues.
Rhumb Line Restaurant, Ventura

Officers and Board of Directors
John Hecht, Sespe Consulting | Chairman

Richard Atmore, R.A. Atmore | Director

Jurgen Gramckow, Southland Sod | Vice Chairman

Tim Cohen, Rancho Temescal | Past Chairman

Bud Sloan, Sloan Ranches | President

Fred Ferro, NAI Capital | Director

Lynn Gray Jensen | Secretary / Executive Director

Patrick Loughman, Lowthorpe-Richards | Director

Harry Barnum, TEG Resources | Treasurer

Kioren Moss, Moss & Assoc. | Director

Patty Waters, Water’s Ranches | Membership Chair

Jack Poe - Kirchbaum Inc. | Director

Tim Albers, Mission Produce | Director

Alex Teague, Limoniera | Director
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CoLAB Ventura County Important Links:
COLAB Ventura County Website:
Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)
Also, Visit our newly revised

Facebook

Page

www.colabvc.org

COLAB Santa Barbara County Website:

www.colabsbc.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show: Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM
COLAB Santa Barbara County: July 2014 Newsletter

Veentura Coounty Coaalition of
Laboor, Agricu
ulture an
nd Business
P.O. Box 423
37, Ventura, CA
A 93007
Email: mem
mbership@colaabvc.org
www
w.colabvc.org

MEMBERSHIP FO
ORM
I woulld like to app
ply for an Acctive Membe
ership at the
e following leevel:
___ $100 Individ
dual ‐ Promo
ote economic vitality and
d individual rights in Ven
ntura County
___ $500 Busine
ess ‐ Promotte the comm
mon businesss interests off VC COLAB Members
___ $1,000 Gold
d ‐ Further our efforts to
o monitor, ed
ducate and rrepresent ou
ur common business interests
ort ongoing research to challenge h armful and unreasonable regulation
n
___ $1,500 Platinum ‐ Suppo
dministrative
e action for tthe mutual b
benefit of VC
C COLAB meembers
___ $2,500 Black ‐ Advance legal and ad
efactor ‐ Let’s make a difference in the
t businesss climate of V
Ventura Cou
unty
___ $5,000 Bene
hip fee of:
$ _________________________
_______
Pleasse accept myy membersh
� In addition I woould like to contribute:
$ _________________________
_______
Total contribution payyable to VC COLAB,
C
Inc.
$ _________________________
_______
Printt this form and
a send witth a check to
o the P.O. B
Box or contriibute onlinee with PayPaal
Individ
dual or Reprresentative (for
( voting__
___________
_______________________________________________
Namee of Businesss _________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Addreess ________
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
City ____________
___________
__________
___________
_______ Statte _________________ ZZip _____________
Teleph
hone ______
__________
___________
__________
_____________
Email Address ___
__________
___________
___________
_______________________________________________
Occup
pation _____
___________
__________
___________
_______________________________________________
How did you hear about
a
us? ___
____________
___________
___________________________________________________
Reason
n(s) for applyying for memb
bership: ____
____________
___________________________________________________
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